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Report to Council September 2022 
 

Monitoring Arrangements 
In accordance with the 2020 Climate Change Action Plan it is to be monitored and reviewed as and when required.  
The purpose of a monitoring review is to report factually on how the adopted Plan is working and to take into 
account any changes that may be considered appropriate in an evolving situation. 
Two weeks after the adoption of the Action Plan the first COVID lockdown was imposed nationally, an initial 
monitoring report was published on the Parish website in October 2020 reflecting the COVID situation and the effect 
on Plan progress at the time. 
At the time of this report Govt. COVID caution advice remains in place. 

 

General Overview 
The Bridport Area Neighbourhood Plan was “Made” in May 2020 subsequent to the adoption of this Action Plan. 
The recent heatwave has highlighted the increasingly dangerous effect of Climate Change upon the Planet and on 
our own neighbourhood.  
To be effective Town & Parish Councils require clear Local Authority, National & Global Leadership & support. 
As a small Parish Council, that owns neither property nor vehicles, it is accepted that any impact is limited but action 
can be, and is being taken, at a local level.  
Funds are budgeted annually in the Parish Council Tax Precept to support objectives of the Climate Action Plan. 
A July 2022 decision by Dorset Council will abolish Bradpole Parish Council in 2024 when a new warding arrangement 
will be applied. Future Ward Councillors will be responsible for future local Climate Action Planning. 
In the light of this decision Bradpole Councillors consider that it is neither necessary nor would it be appropriate to 
commit resources to a complete re-write of the Plan at this time. 
This is reflected in the following report to Council on the various objectives of the Action Plan which recommends 
minor amendments, where appropriate, to the 2020 Plan. 
 

SECTION 1 – Bradpole Parish Council Internal Response to Climate Change: Environmental & Ecological Risks 
      
    Action Plan 1a: ENERGY. Bradpole Parish Council refers to Neighbourhood Plan policies (BANP policies CC2, CC3 & 
D9), alongside other local & national policies, where they apply, when considering planning applications.  
Dorset Council does not always reflect these comments and not all BANP participating Councils are as efficient in 
reflecting BANP policies. 
Where contracts are entered into ecological and environmental issues are considered.   

 

Action Plan 1b TRANSPORT: BPC has designed its own “Green Route” through the parish and continues to work with 
the Dorset Rights of Way team to maintain paths.  

RECOMMENDATIONS:  - Change topic heading to Transport & Other Means of Access 

                                           - Amend text to incorporate a wider range of projects 

 

Action Plan 1c LAND USE: BPC does not use toxic Herbicides/Pesticides on land it owns apart from a small fenced-off 
area where the Council has a responsibility for containing Japanese Knotweed under professional advice. 
Opportunities have been taken to plant trees and shrubs and eco-friendly native flowers on parish-owned land 
where they do not interfere with the recreational use of our green spaces. 
BPC has a Tree Policy. 
A minimum grass cutting regime has been implemented in appropriate areas to enable wildflower development.  
These measures have been enhanced by a volunteer group who have worked safely throughout COVID for the benefit 
of all. 

RECOMMENDATIONS: - Add reference to the non-use of toxic herbicides/pesticides in the Action Plan text. 

    - Amend text to incorporate food security issues. 

 

Action Plan 1d ECONOMY: There remains scope to engage local businesses and residents to adopt climate-friendly 
measures.  
BPC has regard to climate-friendly measures when reviewing planning applications. 
BPC avoids single use plastic and has promoted this through social media. 
 

 

https://bradpole.org.uk/bradpole-content/uploads/2020/03/Interactive-BPC-Climate-Action-Plan-Mar-2020-FINAL-1.pdf
https://bradpole.org.uk/bradpole-content/uploads/2020/10/ENCL-20_14-Bradpole-Parish-Council-Climate-Change-report.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/living-safely-with-respiratory-infections-including-covid-19?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=2a47eb3b-0930-4aa4-a36e-9d8460094c48&utm_content=daily
https://bradpole.org.uk/bradpole-content/uploads/2018/09/Tree-Policy-Draft.pdf


Action Plan 1e CITIZEN ENGAGEMENT. This has been curtailed by COVID-19 but we do use our Social Media     to 
promote initiatives although take up, beyond the regular activists, has been limited as others have found. 
A community event including public Environmental & Ecological engagement is being considered for 2023. 
Financial support has been given to Parish-based Community Groups in Bradpole & Pymore who have been 
undertaking ecological and environmental initiatives.  
Provisions are made each year for such funding in assessing, each year, the Parish Council Tax Precept.  
 

SECTION 2 - Supporting Wider Societal Responses to Climate Change, Environmental & Ecological Risks 
Much of what we do within our own responsibility under Section 1 also applies to Section 2 but is then dependent 
upon the actions and support of other bodies including Dorset Council and the UK Govt. 
The prospect of the Parish Council being abolished and a Warding arrangement being put in place in 2024 will 
require consideration when liaising with external bodies. 
 

2a ENERGY There remains scope for engaging industry and other external bodies in promoting Climate-friendly 
issues as resources allow. 
BPC encourages other BANP participating councils to use BANP Climate, & other, policies when responding to 
planning applications. 
There remains scope to engage with the Colfox Academy. 
RECOMMENDATION: Add reference to BANP participating Councils and Dorset Council in Planning Action 
 

2b TRANSPORT BPC works with Dorset Council to extend & improve cycle/ walking network. 
Whilst the Community Bus continues to serve Bradpole village information on uptake is not being provided. 
BPC has provided feedback on possible EV charging points. 
  RECOMMENDATION:  Change topic heading to Transport & Other Means of Access 
 
2c LAND USE The promotion of tree planting now needs to take into account recent global events and the retention 
of good quality agricultural land in relation to the issue of food security. 
The BPC Climate Change Environmental & Ecological Action Plan informed the 2021 Parish Council response to the 
Dorset Local Plan Consultation. 
  RECOMMENDATION: Reflect this developing issue, in the Action Plan text. 
 

2d ECONOMY BPC has provided feedback on parish “Brownfield” sites and reflects the need for the building industry 
to prioritise the development of “Brownfield” rather than “Greenfield” sites when responding to planning 
applications. 
 

2e CITIZEN ENGAGEMENT Referred to elsewhere in this report.  
 
END 
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