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Bradpole Parish Council          
Climate Change: Ecological & Environmental Risks Action Plan  

September 2022 REVIEW with agreed changes highlighted 

 

Background  

During recent years the impacts of the changing climate have become increasingly visible. Public protests have led to widespread awareness of the risks 

associated with further climate change - and possible remedies. Many Governments at various levels around the world are looking to step up their response.  
Carbon neutrality has now become a mainstream goal to reverse global warming and restore a safe climate. 
 

Ideological words and aspirational targets do not themselves reduce emissions.  

Action Plans must be drawn up, and be competently enacted upon, to deliver them. They do, however, need to be pragmatic, achievable, and relevant if they 

are to gain meaningful public support. 
 

Climate change, and the associated risks, should not be seen as a stand-alone issue floating separately from everything else, but also as a central response to 

promoting health, wellbeing and equality.  

There are many views on the risks and effects of climate change from “activists”, “experts”, “lobbyists”, “campaigners”, etc., which are not always compatible. 
It should be recognized that not everyone actually accepts that there is a climate problem. 

In a 2019 Ipsos Mori nationwide poll 85% expressed degrees of concern about Climate Change whilst 14% said they had no concerns. 

A degree of personal responsibility should be accepted, particularly by the large majority of those who do have concerns. Collective action, however, is often 

precluded by the ‘consensus gap’ between scientific knowledge and public opinion. 
 

Nationally over half of the emissions cuts necessary, to reach Net-Zero* emissions, require people to do things differently.  

Even if Net-Zero* is achieved globally, the climate is expected to continue to warm in the short-term, and the rise in sea levels is expected to continue. More 

may therefore be required. The extent to which all of this occurs is open to wide debate between conflicting interests.  
* Net Zero is defined as: “Net zero’ refers to achieving an overall balance between emissions produced and emissions taken out of the atmosphere. Like a bath with the taps on, an approach 

to achieving this balance can either be to turn down the taps (the emissions) or to drain an equal amount down the plug (removals of emissions from the atmosphere, including storage for 

the emissions such as ‘carbon sinks’). 

Planning for this requires rapid cuts in greenhouse gas emissions from all sectors – including energy, transport, food, housing, and agriculture, alongside efforts 

to maximise the potential of carbon sinks such as grasslands, woodlands, peatlands soils and oceans.  

Combating climate change requires well-informed and unified action across all sectors of society. 
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https://www.ipsos.com/ipsos-mori/en-uk/concern-about-climate-change-reaches-record-levels-half-now-very-concerned
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Communities should be engaged in the challenge, both policies and low-carbon products should be designed to reflect this. 

It will be necessary to work with other stakeholders to share practice and to encourage both national and international support for action on Climate Change. 

Central Government, of whatever political persuasion, needs to take an active lead on this by supporting local councils and communities.  

See: UK Committee on Climate Change. 
 

Whilst Bradpole Parish Council is in a position to influence local public opinion, a prime council responsibility is to represent the views and concerns of 

residents across the civil parish and to consider how these can be applied to the wider issue as climate change, and its effects, transverse boundaries.  

The protection of our natural environment recorded the highest level of support in recent consultations within the civil parish being reflected in Bradpole’s 

Parish Plan and Reviews. These consultation responses continue to inform councillors’ decision-making, particularly in respect of the Bridport Area 

Neighbourhood Plan (BANP), which received an 87% YES vote in the February 2020 Referendum, but also in many other aspects. 

An Action Plan for the Parish Council and the Communities of Bradpole Civil Parish. 

   This Action Plan is presented as an initial framework, not as an all-encompassing list of ideas, in the understanding that the plan will be subject to changes and 

evolution as more project initiatives come forward and additional information is made available, both locally and nationally, about carbon reduction needs and 

the methods of achieving them.  

 Future new initiatives need to be fully investigated to ensure that they do not have unintended consequences. 

   Some of the initiatives contained within this framework are already being actioned, together with associated budgets, by Bradpole Parish Council. 

   Community engagement will be essential to the success of the action plan and it is expected that the engagement, set out in this action plan framework, will 

generate more project ideas and actions. 

   Whilst climate change and associated risks transverse geographical and political borders it was important that Bradpole Parish retains its own identity and 

autonomy in accordance with principles expressed in the Bridport Area Neighbourhood Plan (BANP).  

   In July 2022 Dorset Council, in a Community Governance Review, decided that Bradpole Parish Council should be abolished in 2024 with an amended Parish 

boundary being incorporated as a Ward of a wider Bridport Town Council. Consequently it will be for future elected Ward Councillors to determine the future 

management of this Action Plan for the Bradpole area.  

  In the interim period this Action Plan will continue to guide the existing Bradpole Parish Council with any amendments applied as appropriate. 

 

This Action Plan is set out in two sections: 

 

• Section 1 – Internal actions wholly within the jurisdiction of Bradpole Parish Council. 

• Section 2 – Wider societal responses requiring collaborations and joint activity with other stakeholders, including neighbouring communities. 

 

https://www.theccc.org.uk/tackling-climate-change/the-legal-landscape/the-climate-change-act/


3 
 

Action Plan Objectives: 
 

1) Energy - to reduce energy demand, improve energy efficiency and encourage the conversion to proven renewable, low or zero carbon 

technologies for energy and heating needs. 

2) Transport - to prioritise walking and cycling, to promote and support public transport and to encourage the switch to electric vehicles. 

3) Land Use - to promote sustainable land management, including maintaining high-grade agricultural land for food production, enhancing existing 

“carbon sinks”, flood alleviation measures, tree planting and “re-wilding” projects, and other measures to help absorb carbon and water together 

with the enhancement of “health and well-being”. 

4) Economy, Housing & Waste - support the local economy and households to adopt eco-friendly measures by promoting the reduction, re-using 

and recycling of materials. Encourage existing and new homes to be climate-proofed. Prioritise development of brownfield over greenfield sites.  

5) Citizen Engagement - to engage local people in accelerating their own responses, including consumer behaviour, seeking action by others in 

response to climate change, and building resilience to ongoing climate change risks. 
 

Costing & Prioritising This Action Plan 
 

It is important that any Climate Action Plan is costed and that funding sources are identified. Equally a degree of prioritisation is needed to ensure that efforts 

are focused on where there are opportunities to secure the largest and quickest reductions in greenhouse gas emissions. 

 

Budget/ Resources 
 

A meaningful and pragmatic action plan requires the commitment of future funding and resources.  

Bradpole Parish Council will engage with parish residents to seek their views on how public funds should be expended in this initiative.  

The Council, together with others, will also seek out relevant grants, investigate the cost/benefits of crowdfunding etc. to fund climate-friendly projects. 
 

Engaging Parish Residents 
 

Bradpole Parish Council expects that there will be ongoing discussion, review and evolution of this Action Plan. This could take the form of a series of public 

‘conversations’ around the key objectives of the Plan.  

The Council, working with parish-based community groups and businesses, will undertake local “discussions” to explore the ‘Why’ and ‘How’ of low carbon 

transition to agree priorities for local actions. 
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Climate action themes to be addressed may include, but will not be restricted to:  

Flood Resilience - with two major local rivers running through the parish how can we increase resilience to flood dangers?     

Greening Bradpole Civil Parish - how can we preserve and increase carbon capture from our green spaces? 

Homes & Buildings in Bradpole Civil Parish - consider a range of proven energy efficiency and generation measures for householders and businesses that may 

apply to both existing and new developments within the parish and be in accordance with the policies of the 2020 Bridport Area Neighbourhood Plan (BANP). 

Residents’ Health & Well Being- how can we maximise the potential of Bradpole’s “Green Environment”? 

Travel & Transport  - how can we encourage walking and cycling and promote viable public transport solutions? 

 

These themes may be found amongst the following 10 guiding principles of “One Planet Living” 

Health & Happiness, Equity & Local Economy, Culture & Community, Land & Nature, Sustainable Water, Local & Sustainable Food, Travel & Transport,  

Materials & Products, Zero Waste, Zero Carbon Energy 

 

Governance 

This Action Plan has been approved and adopted by Bradpole Parish Council.  

It is understood that project delivery will require further detailed costings to be developed and that community engagement will generate amendments and 

additions to the Action Plan.  

This engagement could take the form of a parish-residents’ forum, in which case it will be necessary for Bradpole Parish Councillors to determine the Terms of 

Reference, and who should be invited to participate, including, perhaps, those with no Climate Change concerns, to ensure that a broad spectrum of views, 

representing the parish community as a whole, is achieved. 

Advice from other appropriate bodies may be sought as determined by Councillors. 
 

The Action Plan will be kept under review and updates will be agreed and published as required on the Parish website. 

Actions identified in Section 1 of this action plan will be monitored and reviewed by Bradpole Parish Council as required by Councillors.  

Actions identified in Section 2 of this plan will be monitored and reviewed by the Parish Council in conjunction with other local councils and stakeholders. 

 

 
   

 

https://www.bioregional.com/one-planet-living
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ACTION COST PRIORITY WHEN WHO 

Have regard to the Bridport Area 
Neighbourhood Plan (BANP) “Climate” 
& “Design” policies, alongside other 
local & national planning policies, 
including this Action Plan, when 
considering planning applications   

Nil High In place and ongoing Councillors, Parish Clerk(s), applicants where 
they seek pre-planning advice from BPC 
See also Section 2a. 

Contracts entered into by BPC will take 
account of environmentally-friendly 
suppliers 

The usual financial 
regulations will 

apply 

Medium-High Immediate start Parish Clerk(s), Councillors 

Encourage switch to eco-friendly 
machinery whenever practical for 
parish maintenance contracts 

Possible increase in 
contract costs 

Medium As contracts are negotiated Parish Clerk(s), Councillors, contractors 

 
- 

    

 

 

 

 

 

1a. Energy - reduce energy demand, improve energy efficiency and convert to renewable, low or zero carbon technologies for energy and heat needs 

SECTION 1 – Bradpole Parish Council Internal Response to Climate Change: Environmental & Ecological Risks 
Bradpole Civil Parish, along with several other local parishes, is largely a rural parish unlike its neighbour Bridport Town which is of a built urban character. 

A differing approach is therefore appropriate reflecting the rural setting. 

Bradpole Parish Council (BPC) aims to become net zero carbon in all its operations, including on all its land assets, by 2030. 

Whilst the actions in Section 1 are to be determined by BPC they may also involve working alongside other bodies. 

The following actions will be developed: 
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ACTION COST PRIORITY WHEN WHO 

Maintain walking and cycling routes 
across BPC land holdings and other parish 
footpaths under agreement with others  

Currently paying 
£2.5K+ p.a. to Dorset 

Council 

Medium In place and ongoing Councillors, Parish Clerk(s), Dorset Council 
ROW, Lengthsman, Landowners,  
See also Section 2b. 

Provide funding of community projects, 
e.g. the Community Bus, providing that 
the benefits to residents are balanced 
with the cost to Council Tax Payers. 

£1000 p.a. 
(budgeted) 

Medium-High In place and ongoing, subject to 
periodic reviews. 

Councillors 
 
See also Section 2b. 

-     

 

 

ACTION COST PRIORITY WHEN WHO 

Review management plans for BPC 
owned green spaces to  maximise re-
wilding & native tree planting 
opportunities ensuring that the use of 
toxic herbicides/pesticides are avoided 
where possible. Ref: PAN UK 

Low 
Seek Grants etc. 

Medium-High In place and ongoing Parish Clerk(s), Councillors, Volunteer Groups, 
Lengthsman, Arboriculture advisor 

Adopt a minimum grass cut regime in BPC 
wildflower areas 

Neutral Medium-High In place and ongoing Parish Clerk(s), Councillors, Volunteer Groups, 
Contract mowers, Lengthsman. 

Encourage the establishment a 
community forest on suitable land to the 
north of Bradpole civil parish to provide 
health and well-being whilst absorbing 
ground water and carbon  

High 
Seek Grants etc. 

Medium To consider if/when a residents’ 
forum is established taking into 

account food security issues 

Councillors, Landowners (compile list), parish 
residents’ forum, AONB 
See also Section 2c. 

Ensure that Dorset Council develops and 
maintains, an ecological wildlife area on 
their land in Bradpole village 

Dorset Council 
Responsibility 

Seek Grants etc. 

Medium-High In place but requires constant 
reminders to Dorset Council 

Dorset Council. Re-enforced by: 
Parish Clerk(s), Councillors, Volunteers.  
See also Section 2c. 

When considering planning applications, 
within the parish, ensure the proven local 
housing need outweighs the benefit loss 
of developing an AONB greenfield site. 

Possible loss of CiL 
contributions 

High In place and ongoing 
This Action Plan was used to 

inform the 2021 PC response to 
the draft Dorset Local Plan  

Councillors 

1b. Transport & Other Means of Access– Support sustainable modes transport, transition to low carbon vehicles and planning to reduce need for car travel 

1c. Land Use - promote sustainable land management, based upon well-being principles, including tree planting to help absorb carbon & water 

 

 

https://www.pan-uk.org/
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ACTION COST PRIORITY WHEN WHO 

Support / encourage local businesses to 
promote climate-friendly actions 

Nil Medium Immediate Parish Clerk(s), Councillors, Parish-based 
businesses 

Have regard to climate-friendly measures 
when considering planning applications 

Nil Medium-High In Place and ongoing Councillors,  

Encourage residents to adopt proven 
climate friendly measures in their homes 

Nil Medium-High Immediate Parish Clerk(s), Councillors, Residents 

Eliminate single use plastic in BPC 
activities 

Small increase Low-Medium In place and ongoing Parish Clerk(s), Councillors, Volunteers 

Encourage full use of recycling centres Nil Medium-High In place and ongoing Parish Clerk(s), Councillors, Residents 

- 
 

    

 

 

 

 

 

ACTION COST PRIORITY WHEN WHO 

Engage parish-based residents in a Climate 
Change Forum 

Low 
(budgets are in place) 

High As soon as possible including at 
public events 

Parish Clerks, Councillors, Residents 

Make climate impact a key consideration 
in determining grant/donation 
applications 

Nil Medium Is referred to in a new grant & 
donations policy  adopted Feb 

2020 

Parish Clerks, Councillors 

Promote engagement via Social Media and 
by other publicity 

Low High In place and ongoing Parish Clerks, Councillors 
See also Section 2e. 

Establish a Residents’ Flood Warden 
Scheme for Bradpole and Pymore  

Low-Medium Medium-High Encourage volunteers when 
opportunities arise 

Parish Clerk(s), Councillors, Residents 
See also section 2e. 

Establish and maintain an Emergency 
Response Plan to provide community 
resilience 
 

Low Medium In course of preparation March 
2020 

Parish Clerk, Councillors, Residents & Local 
Business. 

1d. Economy, Housing & Waste Management - support the local economy and ensure homes are climate proofed whilst reducing, re using and recycling 

materials  

materials 

 

1e. Citizen Engagement - to engage local people in accelerating the response to the climate emergency whilst building resilience to future climate impacts 
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ACTION COST PRIORITY WHEN WHO 

Support will be given to environmental 
initiatives where the outcomes encourage 
the community to reduce, re-use, repair, 
and recycle products 

Via Community 
Infrastructure Levy 

(CiL) 
Seek Grants etc. 

Low-Medium Immediate  
A BANP Project 

Joint Councils Committee (JCC) of Bridport 
Area Neighbourhood Plan (BANP),  
Councillors 

Have regard to Climate, & Design policies 
in the Bridport Area Neighbourhood Plan 
(BANP), alongside other local & national 
planning policies, when considering 
planning applications including those for 
extensions  

Nil Medium Following on from 
Neighbourhood Plan being 

“Made” in Feb 2020 

BANP JCC and participating Councils Dorset 
Council, Councillors 
 
See also Section 1a.  

Encourage energy efficiency measures at 
Bradpole Village Hall  

To be assessed 
Seek Grants etc. 

Medium-High When the finances of the Village 
Hall are sufficiently robust 

Parish Clerk(s), Councillors, Village Hall 
Management & Trustees 

Encourage Bradpole businesses to review 
their energy usage 

Nil 
Seek Grants etc. 

Medium As opportunities arise Parish Clerk(s), Councillors, local business 
leaders and managers 

Work with Magna Housing to promote 
retro-fit energy conservation to the social 
rented sector in Bradpole Civil Parish 

Nil 
Seek Grants etc. 

Low-Medium Meeting with Magna requested 
January 2020 

Parish Clerk(s), Councillors, Magna Housing 

Work with Colfox Academy on Energy 
Sparks scheme to help reduce carbon 

Nil 
Seek Grants etc. 

Medium In place and ongoing Parish Clerks, Councillors, Colfox Academy, 
Bridport Town Council (BTC) 

Provide climate change awareness 
training via Dorset Association of Parish & 
Town Councils (DAPTC) 

To be agreed with 
DAPTC 

Medium As courses are made available DAPTC, Parish Clerks, Councillors 

2a. Energy - reduce energy demand, improve energy efficiency and convert to renewable, low or zero carbon technologies for energy and heating needs 

SECTION 2 Supporting Wider Societal Responses to Climate Change, Environmental & Ecological Risks 
Combating climate change requires unified action across all sectors of society. Bradpole Parish Council (BPC) commits to working with local people, wider 

civic society, local councils, local and national agencies and organisations to address Climate Change: Environmental & Ecological Risks. 
 

Some actions can, and should be, led by the BPC. Other actions will require collaboration with stakeholders to achieve the transformations required to 

meet the target of becoming a net zero carbon neutral community by 2030. 

The following actions will be pursued: 

 
 

https://energysparks.uk/
https://energysparks.uk/
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ACTION COST PRIORITY WHEN WHO 

Work with Dorset Council to extend & 
others to improve cycle/ walking network 
(see BANP policies and plans) 

Via CiL 
Seek Grants etc. 

Medium Following on from the 
Neighbourhood Plan being 

“Made” in Feb 2020 
A BANP Project 

JCC of BANP, Councillors,  
Dorset Council ROW 
Adjoining Parish Councils 
Monarchs Way Team 

Continue support for community bus, move 
to utilising an eco-friendly vehicle 

Potentially High 
Seek Grants etc. 

Medium-High In place and ongoing with reviews BTC, JCC of BANP 
See also Section 1b. 

Support the installation of electric vehicle 
charging points  

High 
Externally funded 

Medium As opportunities arise 
A BANP Project 

Councillors, BTC, Dorset Council, JCC of 
BANP, Industry 

Encourage existing community transport 
providers to switch to adopt energy 
efficient vehicles 
 

Possibly high for 
individual 
businesses 

Seek Grants etc. 

Medium High As opportunities arise Councillors, business owners, adjoining 
parishes, residents 

-     

 

 

ACTION COST PRIORITY WHEN WHO 

Work with Dorset Wildlife Trust, AONB, and 
CPRE, to promote land management that 
maximises re wilding, tree planting, and 
preserves existing “carbon sinks” whilst 
taking account of the need for good 
agricultural land for food security. 

Low 
Seek Grants etc. 

Medium Immediate in conjunction with 
other stakeholders 

The issue of food security was 
included in the 2021 Parish 

Council response to the Dorset 
Local Plan Consultation 

DWT, Dorset AONB, CPRE, Parish Clerks, 
Councillors, volunteer groups,  
Dorset Council, Bridport Area Tree Plan. 
Pesticide Action Network UK 
See also Section 1c. 
 

Define and encourage “Climate Smart” 
agricultural practices 

Nil 
Seek Grants etc. 

Medium-High Commence Spring 2020 Councillors, Farming Community & Groups, 
“Discover Farming” Bridport, UK Govt., JCC 
of BANP 

Develop an ecological  wildlife area on 
public (Dorset Council) land in Bradpole 
Village 

Medium (Dorset 
Council) 

Seek Grants etc. 

High In place and ongoing but subject 
to constant reminders to Dorset 

Council 

Dorset Council, Councillors, volunteer 
groups.                      
See also Section 1c. 

Ensure flood prevention alleviation 
measures apply across boundaries 

Medium-High 
Seek Grants etc. 

High In place and ongoing Dorset Council, Local Councils, Volunteers, 
Env. Agency, JCC of BANP 

2b. Transport & Other Means of Access – Support sustainable modes transport, transition to low carbon vehicles and planning to reduce need for car travel 

 

2c. Land Use - promote sustainable land management, based upon well-being principles, including tree planting to help absorb carbon & water 
 

 Use - promote sustainable land management, including tree planting to help absorb carbon & water 

 

https://www.bridport-tc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/BANP-final-version_web.pdf
http://www.monarchsway.50megs.com/about.html/
https://bradpole.org.uk/bradpole-content/uploads/2021/03/LOCAL-PLAN-CONSULTATION-BPC-FINAL.pdf
https://www.bridport-tc.gov.uk/bridport-area-tree-plan/
https://www.pan-uk.org/
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ACTION COST PRIORITY WHEN WHO 

Encourage other councils to fully utilize 
social media and other formats 

Nil Medium-High In place and ongoing JCC of BANP and other local councils 
See also Section 1e. 

Define & enact the “Climate Smart” policies 
that will receive public support & acceptance 

To be assessed 
CiL 

Medium Following on from the 
Neighbourhood Plan being 

“Made” in Feb 2020 

Councillors, JCC of BANP. 

Work with other local authorities to share 
practice and push for national and 
international support for climate action. 

Nil Medium-High Immediate and ongoing JCC of BANP and other local councils. 
Residents Groups etc. UK Govt. 

Work with other parishes who share our 
rivers to ensure flood resilience 

To be assessed High At the earliest opportunity Flood wardens, Parish Clerks, Councillors, 
Environment Agency and other stakeholders 
See also Section 1e. 

Back to Top of Document 

ACTION COST PRIORITY WHEN WHO 

Have regard to Climate, Design & Landscape 
protection policies in the Bridport Area 
Neighbourhood Plan (BANP), alongside other 
local & national planning policies, when 
considering planning applications, including 
those for extensions.  

Nil Low-Medium Following on from the 
Neighbourhood Plan being 

“Made” in Feb 2020 

Councillors, JCC of BANP, Dorset Council 
 
See also Section 1d.  
& Section 2a. Energy 

Work with Dorset Waste Partnership for 
enhanced recycling with greater clarity on 
what is recycled, where & how it’s recycled 

Nil Low-Medium During 2020 in conjunction with 
other stakeholders 

Dorset Waste Partnership, stakeholders 

Support priority to develop Brownfield sites Nil Medium-High When applications are considered Councillors, Developers, LPA,  
JCC of BANP 

Encourage local schools and academies to 
adopt good waste management measures 
 

Nil Medium As opportunities arise Parish Clerk(s), Councillors, School leaders, 
management and pupils 

- 
 

    

2d. Economy, Housing & Waste Management - support the local economy and ensure homes are climate proofed whilst reducing, re using and recycle 

materials 

2e. Citizen Engagement - to engage local people in accelerating the response to the climate emergency whilst building resilience to future climate impacts 
 

REVISION ADOPTED BY BRADPOLE PARISH COUNCIL 01/09/2022 

 


