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Bradpole Parish Council 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of Bradpole Parish Council held at  

Bradpole Village Hall on Thursday 1st December 2022 at 7.30pm 
 

Present: Councillors: Colin Baker (Chairman)  Officers:   Sandy Goldsmith (Clerk)  

Neil Chilcott (Vice Chairman)        Jo Hughes (Deputy Clerk) 

Paul Everall            

John Mather  

Sharon Morgan           

Alan Smart 

Wendy Smart            

Tony Veglio 

Peter Wilson    Public:      0 
 

1. Apologies for Absence:  

Councillors: Dave Bowell (Dorset Council), Kelvin Clayton (Dorset Council) Sarah Williams (Dorset Council) 

    

2. Declarations of Interest and Grants of Dispensation 

None at this time.  Councillors to declare an interest at the time should the need arise. 

 

3. Minutes of Meeting held on 3rd November 2022 

Minutes taken as read. Cllr Baker asked if the minutes should be signed as a true record of the meeting. 

Proposed: Cllr Everall  Seconded: Cllr Chilcott  Resolved 

Unanimously agreed and the minutes were duly signed.  

 

4. Matters Arising from 3rd November 2022 Minutes 

a) Community Governance Review - to receive any information - it was confirmed that there was still no 

sign of the legal documents required for progress of the Community Governance Review.  Cllr Baker 

confirmed that he had circulated an email to all Councillors in November pointing them to the Parish 

Council website for the latest CGR information.  It was also confirmed that should any information be 

received between now and the next Parish Council meeting in February, it would be circulated.  Cllr Baker 

also advised that he will email the CGR Working Group with possible CGR topics later this month.  Cllr 

Baker also made Councillors aware that with the elections due in 2024, NALC/DAPTC recommend that 

any residents interested in becoming a Councillor for Bradpole Parish Council could be co-opted so that 

they are ready to stand for Bradpole in the 2024 elections to represent Bradpole Ward following the 

implementation of the CGR. 

b) Happy to Chat Bench - update - the Deputy Clerk confirmed that the bench at the Railway Crossing 

Gardens closest to the crossing gates would become the ‘Happy to Chat’ bench and the sign is currently 

being produced to display on the bench. 

c) Tree/Hedgerow Cut Back, Village Road - Responsibility of Dorset Council, update Cllr Clayton - Cllr 

Clayton had advised the Clerk prior to the meeting that he was unable to provide an update on the cutting 

sxback on Village Road as he had not received a response from Dorset Council himself.  As this complaint 

from a resident has been ongoing since October 2021, it was agreed for the Clerk to report the issue to Cllr 

Laura Beddows, the Dorset Council portfolio holder for customer service.     

 

5. Scheme of Delegation 

The Clerk confirmed that under the Scheme of Delegation, a new Parish Council laptop has been purchased 

costing £249 which had been approved by Cllr Baker and Cllr Chilcott.  The Clerk advised that the allocated 

budget was £800 so there was still money available to purchase the required computer programs for the laptop. 
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6. Report from Dorset Council Councillors  

None. 

 

7. Democratic 10 Minutes 

None. 

 

8. Reports from Outside Organisations 

a) BLAP - Cllr Everall confirmed that the next meeting will take place on Thursday 8th December. 

b) Western DAPTC - Cllr W Smart confirmed that the Western Area DAPTC AGM took place and the 

minutes are awaited.  

c) Village Hall - nothing to report. 

d) Bradpole Buzz - Cllr Veglio confirmed that the Buzz Group have been working on the pandemic circles.  

It was also confirmed that the Lengthsman will complete the grass cutting. 

e)   BANP - Cllr Everall confirmed that the BANP JCC meeting took place, the first since June and all four 

Councils were represented (Bothenhampton, Bridport, Bradpole and Symondsbury - Allington had 

previously withdrawn).  The following was discussed during the meeting: 

 - Updating of the list of scheduled projects was undertaken; 

 - Bridport Investment Plan - the final version will be published in the next few weeks; 

 - Local Enterprise money has now been passed to Dorset Council - agreement will have to be reached on 

what the money can and cannot be spent on; 

 - Implications of the Community Governance Review on the JCC Terms of Reference will need to be 

agreed with the parishes and who might the JCC represent following the CGR. 

 - Next meeting to take place on 2nd March 2023. 

 

9. Chairman’s Information 

Cllr Baker provided the following information and updates: 

- The Clerk’s annual appraisal has been completed in liaison with Cllr Chilcott and the appraisal documents 

filed confidentially in line with GDPR rules.  The Clerks appraisal for 2023 will move from October 2023 to 

March 2023 to align with the Clerk’s new contract which commenced March 2021. 

- A link to NALC’s “Councillor’s Guide to being an Employer” which has recently been circulated by the 

DAPTC will be placed on the weekly Councillors report. 

- The Parish Plan Action Plan for 2022 has been reviewed and updated and circulated to all Councillor.  A copy 

has also been placed on the Parish Council website. 

- The DAPTC AGM minutes have been circulated.  It was also noted that Dorset Council’s meetings for 6th and 

15th December have both been cancelled. 

 

10.  Planning Applications: 

a) To consider any planning applications received after published agenda   

i) P/FUL/2022/07002 - 83 Gundry Road - change of use to garage as holiday accommodation - as the property 

sits in the adjoining parish of Bothenhampton & Walditch and the application will have no impact on Bradpole 

parish residents, it was agreed for Bradpole Parish Council to submit a response of no objection. 

ii) P/HOU/2022/02229 - Broad Road Farm - request for the discharge of Condition 9 of the July 2022  

approved planning application as a Landscape Maintenance Schedule has now been provided - no objections. 

iii)  P/FUL//2022/06458 - 1 Middle Street, Bradpole DT6 3HS - change of use from shop (A1) to office 

(B8) with stock for internet sales with no changes to building - application approved 28th November 2022 with 

the condition to limit the hours of opening in accordance with Neighbour Plan Policy D4. 

 

 11. Dorset Council 20mph Speed Limit Policy - Application Procedure 

The Clerk advised that following the introduction by Dorset Council of a 20mph policy enabling towns and 

parishes to apply for 20mph speed limits and zones, there is certain criteria that must be met in addition to 
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community support.  Any enquiries received from residents to be referred to the Clerk who will provide the 

necessary information. 

 

12. Correspondence 

a) DAPTC Information - all information circulated. 

b) NALC Information - all information circulated. 

c) To consider any correspondence received after published agenda - 

- DAPTC Climate and Environmental Issues 2023 Meeting - Dorset Council would like to meet with town 

and parish councils that have declared climate and/or ecological emergencies to better understand what 

actions and activities are being undertaken, to share best practice and information and to highlight 

synergies where joint working could help to collectively accelerate common goals.  Clerk to circulate 

email, any Councillors interested in attending meeting to let the Clerk know by Thursday 8th December. 

- Dorset Council Tree Felling - following requests from Councils to be notified of tree work applications 

where the felling of trees is being proposed, so that Councils are aware of such proposals and able to 

respond to enquiries from local people regarding felling taking place, Dorset Council have confirmed that 

they will notify Councils from 1st December of applications where tree felling is proposed (with the 

exception of regulation 14 applications for removal of dead and dangerous trees). 

- Village Road Overhanging Shrubs - the Clerk confirmed that the shrub overhanging the footpath along 

Village Road has been reported to Dorset Council as requiring urgent attention.  Responsibility for the 

work to cut back the shrub was questionable (resident, Magna or Dorset Council?). 

 

13. Finance: 

a) Payments for agreement and approval: 

1888 - B Burton - Grass Cutting £550 

1889 - Holy Trinity Church - Churchyard Grant £2000 

1890 - VOID 

1891 - Mrs S Goldsmith - New Laptop £249 

1892 - Mrs J Hughes - £584.39: Wages and Backpay £545.75, Pension Contribution £20.44, Paper & Ink £18.22 

1893 - Mrs S Goldsmith - £667.18 Wages and Backpay 

1894 - HMRC - Tax and NI £302.20 

1895 - Wicksteed - New Swings and Wet Pour Surface £22,636.13 (VAT £3,772.69) 

Proposed: Cllr N Chilcott  Seconded: Cllr A Smart  Resolved 

 

b) Bank Balances: Current Account: £23,730.57  Deposit Account: £25,223.11 

The Clerk confirmed that once the bank statements have been received, a bank reconciliation will be carried out 

for Cllr A Smart to check and sign. 

 

14. BPC Proposed Budget/Precept 2023/24 - to agree recommendations from Working Party 

- The Clerk had previously circulated to all the budget and precept information which had been discussed and 

agreed by the working party on 22nd November.  In addition, a report of the working group meeting compiled 

by Cllr Baker had also been circulated.  The budgeted expenditure for 2023/24 totalled £57,860 but by utilising 

underspends in the current year (£8,515) and earmarked funds (£5,250), the precept request for 2023/24 totalled 

£44,095.00 representing a 6.8% increase on the current year’s precept of £41,278.  All Councillors agreed to 

accept the budget and precept request for 2022/23. 

Proposed: Cllr Chilcott  Seconded: Cllr A Smart  Resolved 

- As the council tax base rate is not yet known with this information typically being provided by Dorset 

Council in mid-December, it was agreed that the Council would be guided by the Clerk/RFO in this regard. 

- The reserves report had been updated to reflect provision of £8,170 for earmarked reserves, £15,000 in 

general reserves and £2,830 in “free reserves”.  All Councillors agreed to accept the updated reserves report. 

Proposed: Cllr Everall  Seconded: Cllr Chilcott  Resolved 
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15. BPC Community Events 2023 - to discuss 

After discussion, it was agreed that the Council would look to hold two separate community events in 2023: 

1) Kings Coronation event, possible date Sunday 7th May - the event will require community involvement. 

2) Parish Council community event, possible date in July - the event will require Councillor involvement. 

Agreed for the Deputy Clerk to email local community groups to gauge interest for getting involved in the 

King’s Coronation event. 

 

16. Democratic 10 Minutes 

None. 

 

17. Parish Maintenance: 

a) Railway Crossing Gates - to receive any information  

Cllr A Smart advised that he had been unable to progress meeting with members of the Shed to discuss the 

maintenance work required for the railway crossing gates.  Agreed for the Deputy Clerk to post a request for 

help on Facebook. 

b) Japanese Knotweed, Townsend Way - to receive any information 

The Clerk confirmed that the Japanese Knotweed has been treated for several years and is under control and 

regularly monitored by the Lengthsman with any treatment taking place between April and October.  

c) Tree Survey 

The Clerk advised that a tree survey of The Gore, Recreation Ground and Railway Crossing Gardens had 

indicated that no tree works were required. 

d) Bus Shelter 

The Clerk confirmed that there was no update on the replacement panel for the bus shelter which currently has 

a temporary plywood panel. 

 

18. Clerks Information 

The Deputy Clerk confirmed the following: 

- The play area project has been completed successfully despite the project taking longer than anticipated with 

lots of positive comments received on the Parish Council’s Facebook page; 

- The health & safety sign for the new fitness equipment has been received and will be installed by the 

Lengthsman as soon as he is able (BTC are currently experiencing some manpower issues); 

The Clerk advised of the following: 

- The recent play area inspection report highlighted the lack of adequate access for disabled persons to Pageants 

Field Play Area.  It was confirmed that the costs and requirements will be looked into over the coming months; 

- The Christmas and New Year working hours were confirmed with the Parish Council office closing from 12 

noon on Thursday 23rd December, reopening on Tuesday 3rd January.  The last Parish Council surgery will take 

place on Thursday 8th December. 

 

19. Councillors Information 

None. 

 

20. Date of Next Meeting 

The next Parish Council meeting will take place on Thursday 2nd February 2023. 

 

         Meeting closed at 8.55pm 

 

Signed: C Baker                                         Dated: 2nd February 2023 


