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Many thanks for meeting Ali and I to look at the Japanese knotweed on Townsend Way.  

 

We were impressed with the reduction in growth of the plants since seeing them last year.  It certainly looks like 

the herbicide treatment which you have organised is working well and there is no evidence of the plants 

spreading beyond the area which you’ve fenced off.  

 

The plants are still alive, as was evident from the small amounts of top growth emerging from most, but not all, 

of the old stem clusters.  However the amount of new growth is so small that I wouldn’t recommend continuing 

to spray the area each week.  Instead, I’d consider herbiciding monthly, and perhaps assessing this by waiting 

until each stem has several fully unfurled leaves and then arranging for herbicide treatment.  This will ensure 

that the herbicide has maximum effect, and you’re not spending money unnecessarily.  

 

 

We had a good look around the periphery of the site, including into the adjacent householder’s garden.  Here 

again the story is very positive, with only scattered, small, unhealthy looking plants remaining in the garden.  I 

am confident that with continuing treatment these plants can be eradicated completely. 

 

 

In summary, I’d continue treating all the plants with herbicide, but less frequently than has been the case as the 

growth is so much reduced.  I expect that the plants will stop growing altogether in the next year or two but 

when this happens I would still advocate caution as we have found that the below ground parts of the plant can 

store energy for several years, leading to small amounts of regrowth after the plants appear to have been 

eradicated.  For this reason, even when there is no visible growth, I would still recommend treating the area 

separately from the surrounding grass – it will be important not to disturb the soil as this may cause the roots to 

start to regrow, and it would probably be advisable to mow it separately from other grass areas.  In this way, if 

the knotweed does start to regrow it won’t be accidentally spread to other areas.   However I would like to 

emphasise that the plants may not regrow and you are taking all necessary steps to get rid of them.  It just takes 

time and patience! 

 

 

 

Thank you again for a very positive site visit, and please do keep in touch about how you get on. 
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