
WDDC Devolution of Services Assets to Town and Parish Councils 
Bradpole Parish Council Response copy for BLAP Parish Liaison Committee 

 

1. Name of Parish Council 

 

Bradpole Parish Council 

 

2. Which of the following would members of the community regard as the local town where they would 

travel to use facilities and to shop. 

 

 Bridport  

 

3. Does the Parish Council currently own or manage any services or assets e.g. allotments. 

 

    Yes     

If "Yes" Please list here 

 

Owns: 

ALLOTMENTS 

VARIOUS GREEN SPACES 

Manages: 

VARIOUS VIA LENGTHSMAN SCHEME see 8 below 

WAR MEMORIALS 

 

4. Does West Dorset District Council 1) own any assets in your parish area or 2) operate any discretionary 

services such as those listed in the introduction 

 

1) Yes    

2) No 

If yes please describe the asset or service you have in mind 

 

Asset: 

LAND BEHIND BADGERS ROW, BRADPOLE 

 

Land Registry No. DT365766 land at Court Close, Bradpole, Bridport 

  

 

5. Given that West Dorset District Council has stated that it may in future cease to fund discretionary 

services, would the parish council be prepared to consider contributing a monetary amount from the precept to      

keep such services operating in the parish. 

     

   Maybe 

   If you answered "Maybe" please describe what would influence your decision. 

 

Bradpole Council are concerned WDDC have not transparently made this statement known to the WDDC 

electorate.  We would like to know how this information will be made publicly available. 

We note the phrase ‘it may in the future’. WDDC will no longer exist after 31/03/2019 and will therefore not be 

in a position to provide ANY services. 

For the purposes of this survey we have assumed that the new unitary DORSET COUNCIL will reflect the 

position of WDDC 

Both Councillors and residents would need to know precisely which ‘discretionary services’ are at risk and the 

cost of those services before an informed judgement may be reached. 

Bradpole Council has requested on several occasions a full and definitive list to be made available to the 

council but to date have not received a response. 

 

 



 

6. Would the Parish Council Potentially be interested in taking over any assets or operating any services? 

     

   Maybe 

If you answered "Maybe" please describe what would influence your decision 

 

See also Q9 re transfer of assets both physical and financial. 

 

As in answer 5 Bradpole Council would need to know precisely which "services" are being described here 

together with the cost thereof. A Parish Council cannot embark upon any commitment on behalf of its electorate 

without knowing this. A transparent consultation with the electorate should be undertaken the cost of which 

would have to be covered at the Principal Authority level. 

 

Bradpole Council would also need to know the extra cost, in additional time and paid hours for the Parish Clerk 

or for the possible employment of additional support.  

 

If Parish Councillors are personally expected to take on additional duties then consideration will have to be 

given to allowances, expenses and the number of Parish Councillors required per Civil Parish. 

Reliance upon volunteers to carry out previously salaried Principal Authority duties cannot be taken for granted. 

The local volunteer “market” relies upon a very low proportion of the electorate and is fully stretched as many 

organisations have found. 

 

  

7. Would the Parish Council be interested in working in partnership with other local councils to take over 

assets or operate services? 

      Maybe 

   If you answered "Maybe" please describe what would influence your decision 

 

There is a cost to providing and managing services. See also Q8. 

If these costs are to be cut at the Principal Authority level then a corresponding cost will arise at a Town/Parish 

Council level.  

The funding for this should be clearly described.  

Bradpole Councillors are aware that local residents would expect to see an increased precept at a Parish level 

matched by a corresponding reduction at Principal Authority level. 

See also Q9 re transfer of assets both physical and financial. 

 

 

8. Many of the discretionary services mentioned are delivered within the Towns. Would the parish council 

be prepared to consider contributing a monetary amount from the precept to reflect benefits received by your 

residents where they are operating in your local Town. 

   

   Maybe 

   If you answered "Maybe" please describe what would influence your decision. 
 

Bradpole Council already "pay" Bridport Town Council for some infrastructure services carried out within the 

Civil Parish through the "Lengthsman Scheme". Residents appreciate this as they can clearly see the results in 

their immediate area and often request that the “Lengthsman” undertakes Parish infrastructure management 

tasks. 

Bradpole council taxpayers would not expect to cross subsidise other areas unless they can see a demonstrable 

and direct benefit to themselves.  

The assessment of this would require a transparent consultation with the electorate. 

  

 

 

 

Cont 



9. Please give below any other thoughts or views that your Council may have in relation to the devolution 

of assets and services from Principal Authorities 

 

 

Bradpole Councillors believe it comes down to costs and efficiencies. 

Costs do not disappear merely by adjusting the accounting arrangements. Neither is it wise to entertain short-

term budget restrictions at the expense of longer-term infrastructure maintenance. 

 

Whilst the devolution of some services may be more efficient, this does not necessarily apply across the board. 

There is a danger that increased Parish Clerk management duties could be duplicated across several parishes in 

which case a centralised approach at Principal Authority or Town Council level may be more appropriate. 

 

The transfer of "assets" to Towns & Parishes will be subject to financial regulation protocols including a 

financial assessment and a transparent consultation with residents.  

Many long-term assets have short-term liabilities attached to them. 

 

A proportion of all local business taxes (industrial estates, shops, offices etc.) should be directly available to the 

relevant Town & Parish Councils.  

Council taxpayers expect to see the financial benefits from businesses trading within their communities. 

 

If assets and services are devolved, the council taxpayer would reasonably expect to see a reduction in both 

executive salaries and property asset costs at the Principal Authority level to reflect the reduced responsibilities 

and need.  

Upon unification it should be possible to offload some existing Principal Authority property assets to provide 

for some of the short and long-term infrastructure costs that will arise locally. 

 

As a responsible, and prudent, Council Bradpole maintains a level of reserves proportionate to its annual 

precept. It is expected that the parish precept is likely to rise considerably with the devolution of powers and 

responsibilities and consequently the level of reserves required to support that. 

 

Bradpole Councillors believe it is not unreasonable to expect a proportionate amount of WDDC’s reserves 

should therefore be one of the assets to be devolved to Town & Parish Councils ahead of unification. 

 

There have been discussions relating to investigating innovative ways of raising income to fund local services 

other than from Council Taxes. This is to be encouraged but until these funding streams have been identified 

and contracted residents will expect the services to continue to be provided and paid for from their existing 

Council Taxes. 

 

Bradpole Council will be undertaking its annual budget in the autumn of 2018 for the fiscal year 2019 – 2020. 

Full clarity on all of these matters will be required by October 2018 to enable proper and transparent budgeting 

to take place. 

BPC 5 April 2018 


