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1 Introduction 

 This document presents the sustainability appraisal of the preferred options for the 

review of the West Dorset, Weymouth and Portland Local Plan όΨ[ƻŎŀƭ tƭŀƴ wŜǾƛŜǿΩύ. 

 The sustainability appraisal is integral to the preparation of a Local Plan, influencing 

the development of the plan with the objective of achieving Ψsustainable 

developmentΩ. 

 The Sustainability Appraisal of the Issues and Options1 for the Local Plan Review, 

published in February 2017, explained how the possible approaches towards planning 

ƛǎǎǳŜǎ όƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ΨǊŜŀǎƻƴŀōƭŜ alternativesΩύ for the Local Plan Review were identified, 

before evaluating the performance of the reasonable alternatives against the 

environmental, social and economic objectives which contribute to sustainable 

development. 

 The findings of the Sustainability Appraisal of the Issues and Options helped to inform 

the decision as to which reasonable alternatives should be selected as the Ψpreferred 

optionΩ, and which reasonable alternatives should be rejected due to being unsuitable. 

Draft policies have been produced, based on the selection of the preferred option. 

 This sustainability appraisal is of the preferred options and firstly provides the reasons 

for rejecting the reasonable alternatives which were deemed unsuitable and for 

selecting the preferred option, helping to explain how the Local Plan Review has 

progressed since the Issues and Options Stage. 

 This sustainability appraisal then assesses the potential environmental, social and 

economic impacts associated with the draft policies, evaluates their overall 

performance in terms of sustainability, and suggests ways to reduce the adverse 

effects and maximise the beneficial effects of these policies. 

 WHAT IS SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT? 

 In 1987, the World Commission2 provided the following definition of sustainable 

development: 

"Development that meets the needs of the present without compromising 

the ability of future generations to meet their own needs." 

 This definition is uǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ ¦ƴƛƻƴΩǎ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ {ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ 

Strategy (2006), which introduces the European wide policy framework to deliver 

sustainable development. 

                                                            

1 https://www.dorsetforyou.gov.uk/media/219486/Local-Plan-Review-Issues-and-Options-Feb-2017-
Sustainability-Appraisal/pdf/Sustainability_Appraisal_FINAL_WITH_COVERreduced_size.pdf 

2 ²ƻǊƭŘ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻƴ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΩǎ (the Brundtland Commission) report Our Common 
Future (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1987). 

https://www.dorsetforyou.gov.uk/media/219486/Local-Plan-Review-Issues-and-Options-Feb-2017-Sustainability-Appraisal/pdf/Sustainability_Appraisal_FINAL_WITH_COVERreduced_size.pdf
https://www.dorsetforyou.gov.uk/media/219486/Local-Plan-Review-Issues-and-Options-Feb-2017-Sustainability-Appraisal/pdf/Sustainability_Appraisal_FINAL_WITH_COVERreduced_size.pdf
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 In 2005, the UK Government produced a Sustainable Development Strategy which 

developed the definition of sustainable development slightly further by aiming to:  

άŜƴŀōƭŜ ŀƭƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǘƻ ǎŀǘƛǎŦȅ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōŀǎƛŎ ƴŜŜŘǎ ŀƴŘ 

enjoy a better quality of life without compromising the quality of life of 

ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΦέ 

 The UK Sustainable Development Strategy also establishes the five guiding principles 

which form the basis for sustainable development in the UK, which are: 

¶ Living within environmental limits: wŜǎǇŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƳƛǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴŜǘΩǎ 

environment, resources and biodiversity - to improve our environment and ensure 

that the natural resources needed for life are unimpaired and remain so for future 

generations; 

¶ Ensuring a strong healthy and just society: Meeting the diverse needs of all people 

in existing and future communities, promoting personal well-being, social cohesion 

and inclusion, and creating equal opportunity for all; 

¶ Achieving a sustainable economy: Building a strong, stable and sustainable economy 

which provides prosperity and opportunities for all, and in which environmental and 

social costs fall on those who impose them (polluter pays) and efficient resource use 

is incentivised; 

¶ Using sound science responsibly: Ensuring policy is developed and implemented on 

the basis of strong scientific evidence, whilst taking into account scientific 

uncertainty (through the precautionary principle) as well as public attitudes and 

values; and 

¶ Promoting good governance: Actively promoting effective, participative systems of 

governance in all levels of society ς ŜƴƎŀƎƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ŎǊŜŀǘƛǾƛǘȅΣ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ŀƴŘ 

diversity.  

 The National Planning Policy Framework, produced in 2012, sets out the 

DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩs planning policy for England and breaks down the concept of sustainable 

development to provide an explanation of the term in the context of the planning 

system: 

ά{ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ƳŜŀƴǎ ŜƴǎǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ƭƛǾŜǎ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƳŜŀƴ 
worse lives for future generations. 

Development means growth. We must accommodate the new ways by 
which we will earn our living in a competitive world. We must house a rising 
population, which is living longer and wants to make new choices. We must 
respond to the changes that new technologies offer us. Our lives, and the 
places in which we live them, can be better, but they will certainly be worse 
ƛŦ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǎǘŀƎƴŀǘŜΦέ 

 The National Planning Policy Framework also identifies three dimensions to 

sustainable development: economic, social and Environmental, and identifies the 

need for the planning system to perform the following roles: 
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¶ an economic role ς contributing to building a strong, responsive and competitive 
economy, by ensuring that sufficient land of the right type is available in the right 
places and at the right time to support growth and innovation; and by identifying 
and coordinating development requirements, including the provision of 
infrastructure; 

¶ a social role ς supporting strong, vibrant and healthy communities, by providing the 
supply of housing required to meet the needs of present and future generations; and 
by creating a high quality built environment, with accessible local services that 
ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ƴŜŜŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƛǘǎ health, social and cultural well-being; 
and 

¶ an environmental role ς contributing to protecting and enhancing our natural, built 
and historic environment; and, as part of this, helping to improve biodiversity, use 
natural resources prudently, minimise waste and pollution, and mitigate and adapt 
to climate change including moving to a low carbon economy. 

 The draft revised NPPF (published in March 2018) refers to the planning system having 

ΨǘƘǊŜŜ ƻǾŜǊŀǊŎƘƛƴƎ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎΩ όŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎΣ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭύ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ 

options has been prepared on that basis.    

 In 2015, the United Nations General Assembly provided a series of sustainable 

development goals and targets which also intend to balance the three dimensions of 

sustainable development: the economic, social and environmental. 

 LEGISLATIVE BACKGROUND TO SUSTAINABILITY APPRAISAL 

 European Directive 2001/42/EC on the assessment of the effects of certain plans and 

ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ όΨǘƘŜ {9! 5ƛǊŜŎǘƛǾŜΩύ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ 

Environmental Assessment is mandatory for plans prepared for town and country 

planning and land use purposes. 

 The SEA Directive is transposed into UK law through the Environmental Assessment of 

Plans and Programmes Regulations (2004), which requires the Sustainability Appraisal 

of local development plan documents. Sustainability Appraisal is wider in scope than 

Strategic Environmental Assessment, giving more consideration to the social and 

economic effects of plans in addition to the environmental effects required by the SEA 

Directive. The combined Sustainability Appraisal and Strategic Environmental 

Assessment process is referred to as Sustainability Appraisal in this document. 

 The Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) Regulations (2012) state that a 

sustainability appraisal report must be completed for Local Plan documents in 

accordance with section 19(5) of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004. 

 The National Planning Policy Framework reiterates the requirement for a 

Sustainability Appraisal of Local Plan documents, stating that: 

άa sustainability appraisal which meets the requirements of the European 

Directive on strategic environmental assessment should be an integral part 

of the plan preparation process, and should consider all the likely significant 

effects on the environment, ecƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŦŀŎǘƻǊǎέΦ 



Sustainability Appraisal Preferred Options 
West Dorset, Weymouth & Portland Local Plan Review 

 

4 

INTRODUCTION 

 THE SUSTAINABILITY APPRAISAL PROCESS 

 The GovernmentΩǎ guidance3 on Strategic Environmental Assessment and 

Sustainability Appraisal sets out five key stages in the preparation of Sustainability 

Appraisal for Local Plans, which are shown in Figure 1.1. 

Figure 1.1: The key stages of sustainability appraisal 

                                                            

3 http://planningguidance.planningportal.gov.uk/blog/guidance/strategic-environmental-assessment-and-
sustainability-appraisal/ 

http://planningguidance.planningportal.gov.uk/blog/guidance/strategic-environmental-assessment-and-sustainability-appraisal/
http://planningguidance.planningportal.gov.uk/blog/guidance/strategic-environmental-assessment-and-sustainability-appraisal/
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 The consideration of alternatives, which is presented in this report, forms part of stage 

B: developing and refining alternatives and assessing effects (Figure 1.1). 

 The sustainability appraisal process is iterative, as the sustainability appraisal occurs 

alongside and feeds into the development of the Local Plan Review throughout the 

plan making process, informing the selection of options and the refinement of 

policies. The GovernmentΩǎ guidance on Sustainability Appraisal for Local Plans shows 

A: Setting the 
context, establishing 

the baseline, and 
deciding on scope 

ωIdentifying other relevant plans, programmes and objectives

ωCollecting baseline information;

ωIdentifying environmental problems

ωDeveloping sustainability objectives

ωConsulting on the scope of the sustainability appraisal.

B: Developing and 
refining alternatives 
and assessing effects

ωTesting the Local Plan objectives against sustainability appraisal framework

ωDeveloping the Local Plan options including reasonable alternatives

ωPredicting the effects of the Local Plan, including alternatives

ωEvaluating the effects of the Local Plan, including alternatives

ωConsider ways of mitigating adverse effects and maximising beneficial effects

ωProposing measures to monitor the significant effects of the Local Plan 

C: Preparing the 
environmental  

report

ωPreparing the environmental report

D: Consulting on the 
draft plan and 

environmental report

ωConsulting the public and consultation bodies on the draft plan and environmental report

ωAssessing significant changes

ωMaking decisions and providing information

E: Monitoring 
implementation of 

the Local Plan

ωPrepare and publish post-adoption statement

ωMonitor significant effects of implementing the Local Plan

ωResponding to adverse effects
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the key stages of the sustainability appraisal and how they occur alongside the Local 

Plan review process (Figure 1.2). 

Figure 1.2: The key stages of sustainability appraisal alongside the development of the Local Plan 
review 

 

 The current stage of the Local Plan Review involves presenting the suggested draft 

policies for the Local Plan Review for consultation, prior to finalising these policies at 

the submission stage. According to Figure 1.2 above, this stage is therefore άConsult 

on review of Local Plan in preparationέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻŎŀƭ tƭŀƴ wŜǾƛŜǿ and stage B of the 

Sustainability Appraisal which is άŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŦƛƴƛƴƎ ƻǇǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƛƴƎ 

ŜŦŦŜŎǘǎΦέ 

Sustainability Appraisal

Stage A: Setting the context, 
establishing the baseline, and deciding 

on scope 

Stage B: Developing and refining 
alternatives and assessing effects

Stage C: Preparing the environmental  
report

Stage D: Consulting on the draft plan 
and environmental report

Stage E: Monitoring implementation of 
the Local Plan

Local Plan Review

Evidence gathering and engangement

Consult on review of Local Plan in 
preparation

Prepare the publication version of the 
Local Plan review

Seek representations on the 
publication Local Plan review from 
consultation bodies and the public

Submit draft Local Plan review and 
supporting documents for independant 

examination

Outcome of examination

Local Plan review adopted

Monitoring
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 THE LOCAL PLAN REVIEW 

 The joinǘ ²Ŝǎǘ 5ƻǊǎŜǘΣ ²ŜȅƳƻǳǘƘ ŀƴŘ tƻǊǘƭŀƴŘ [ƻŎŀƭ tƭŀƴ όΨ[ƻŎŀƭ tƭŀƴΩύ ǿŀǎ ŀŘƻǇǘŜŘ 

by West Dorset District Council and Weymouth & Portland Borough Council in October 

2015. 

 The Local Plan sets out the housing and employment land requirements for the entire 

administrative area of West Dorset, Weymouth and Portland. It includes visions and 

strategic objectives for West Dorset and Weymouth & Portland, and a detailed policy 

framework towards achieving them. 

 The Planning Inspector, in his report following the examination in public of the Local 

Plan, wrote: 

άL ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƛƳǇŜǊŀǘƛǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƴ ŜŀǊƭȅ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ƛǎ ǳƴŘŜǊǘŀƪŜƴ ǘƻ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ 

additional land capable of meeting housing needs to the end of the current 

plan period as well as the broad location for development in the five year 

ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ǘƘŜǊŜŀŦǘŜǊΧΧΧΦL ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘ ŀ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƛƴ ǇƭŀŎŜ 

no later than 2021, if not earlier, to avoid development having to be 

allowed in locations which are not favoured or are in less sustainable 

locations.έ 

 In light of this recommendation, the Councils have started the review of the Local Plan 

in a bid to ensure that the review is in place by 2021. 

 The purpose of the Local Plan Review is to allow for additional growth up to 2036 and 

find sites that can accommodate that growth. The Local Plan Review will also take the 

opportunity to review policies in response to changes in national policy and adapt the 

existing adopted policy where necessary. 

 The Council undertook an Issues and Options consultation on the Local Plan Review 

between February and April 2017 which focused on the possible approaches towards 

planning issues. 

 Following consideration of the consultation responses and other evidence, including 

ǘƘŜ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ŀǇǇǊŀƛǎŀƭΣ ǘƘŜ ΨǇǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ƻǇǘƛƻƴǎΩ document has been produced 

which presents the favoured approach towards meeting the additional growth up to 

2036 and other policy. 
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2 Methodology for the Sustainability Appraisal 

 SUSTAINABILITY FRAMEWORK 

 The sustainability appraisal involves assessing the performance of the draft policies 

against a series of sustainability objectives which are aimed at promoting sustainable 

development. 

 The sustainability objectives were developed at the Sustainability Appraisal Scoping 

Stage4 using the findings of the review of plans and programmes, the characteristics of 

the plan area, and the key issues within the plan area. This ensures that the 

sustainability framework is relevant and specific to the Local Plan and addresses the 

key sustainability concerns. 

 The sustainability framework consists of eleven sustainability objectives, each with 

decision-making criteria to assist in the process of making a judgement about the 

possible sustainability effects of an option (Figure 2.1). 

Figure 2.1: The sustainability framework, including the sustainability objectives, decision-making 
criteria, and sustainability themes. 

Sustainability 
objective 

Decision making criteria 
Main 
Sustainability 
Themes 

1. Halt biodiversity 
loss and the 
degradation of 
ecosystems 

¶ Preserve habitats and protect species, and where 
possible enhance or restore ecosystems to achieve a 
net gain biodiversity. 

¶ Maintain or restore the favourable conservation status 
of European and national sites, and avoid significant 
adverse effects upon local wildlife designations. 

¶ Establish coherent ecological networks where possible, 
with wildlife corridors which connect designated sites 
of importance for wildlife to prevent habitat 
fragmentation. 

Biodiversity, 
flora, fauna 

                                                            

4 West Dorset, Weymouth and Portland Local Plan Review: Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report, 
July 2016 (https://www.dorsetforyou.gov.uk/article/421787/West-Dorset-Weymouth--
Portland-Local-Plan-Review-Sustainability-Appraisal) 

https://www.dorsetforyou.gov.uk/article/421787/West-Dorset-Weymouth--Portland-Local-Plan-Review-Sustainability-Appraisal
https://www.dorsetforyou.gov.uk/article/421787/West-Dorset-Weymouth--Portland-Local-Plan-Review-Sustainability-Appraisal
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Sustainability 
objective 

Decision making criteria 
Main 
Sustainability 
Themes 

2. Protect soil quality 
and conserve 
geological interests 

¶ Protect the most productive agricultural land (grades 1 
and 2) to provide food security and achieve sustainable 
agriculture. 

¶ Remediate degraded, derelict, contaminated and 
unstable land where possible, to protect human 
health, property and the environment. 

¶ Prevent harm to geological conservation interests, and 
where possible achieve the enhancement of the 
geological resource. 

Soil, Human 
Health 

3. Maintain or 
improve water 
quality 

¶ Protect and improve the ecological and chemical status 
of freshwater, transitional waters and coastal waters. 

¶ Ensure that development does not contribute to 
groundwater quality issues particularly within 
Groundwater Source Protection Zones. 

¶ Ensure that development does not contribute to the 
groundwater inundation of the foul drainage network. 

Water 

4. Maintain or 
improve air quality 

¶ Maintain or improve air quality. 

¶ Ensure that development does not contribute to air 
quality issues particularly within Air Quality 
Management Areas. 

Air, Human 
Health 

5. Limit climate 
change 

¶ Manage energy consumption and the emission of 
greenhouse gases. 

¶ Increase the use of renewable energy. 

Climatic 
Factors, Air 

6. Limit the effects of 
flooding and 
coastal change  

¶ Ensure that development does not expose people and 
property to risk of flooding. 

¶ Manage coastal change to ensure that environmental 
designations are protected alongside local 
communities. 

Climatic 
Factors, 
Water, 
Population 

7. Protect and 
enhance valued 
landscapes  

¶ Protect and where possible enhance valued 
landscapes. 

¶ Conserve and where possible enhance the Dorset Area 
of Outstanding Natural Beauty and the character and 
quality of its distinctive landscapes and associated 
features. 

¶ Conserve and enhance the Dorset and East Devon 
/ƻŀǎǘ ²ƻǊƭŘ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ {ƛǘŜΩǎ outstanding universal 
value and its setting. 

Landscape 
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Sustainability 
objective 

Decision making criteria 
Main 
Sustainability 
Themes 

8. Protect and 
enhance the 
historic 
environment 

¶ Preserve the historic environment and its setting, 
including Scheduled Monuments, archaeological 
features, Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas. 

¶ Make a positive contribution to local character and 
distinctiveness. 

Cultural 
Heritage 

9. Promote personal 
wellbeing and 
healthy 
communities for all  

¶ Provide opportunities for work, education and training, 
healthcare, essential shopping and leisure activities 
ǿƘƛŎƘ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ƴŜŜŘǎ and are 
accessible by sustainable modes of transport. 

¶ Provide mixed use development and strong 
neighbourhood centres to encourage a more inclusive 
society and prevent rural isolation. 

¶ Provide safe and accessible environments where crime 
and disorder, and the fear of crime, do not undermine 
quality of life or community cohesion. 

Human 
Health, 
population 

10. Deliver a wide 
choice of high 
quality homes 

¶ Supply the housing required to meet the needs of 
present and future generations. 

¶ Provide affordable housing to meet community needs 
and avoid skills depletion. 

Material 
Assets 

11. Develop a strong, 
stable, and 
prosperous 
economy 

¶ Provide sufficient land to support growth and 
innovation for all businesses, including those in rural 
areas. 

¶ Encourage vibrant town centres and support town 
centre regeneration. 

¶ Improve the transport and communications 
infrastructure, and provide a skilled workforce, to 
meet business needs. 

Material 
Assets 

 MEASURING THE IMPACT 

 The decision making criteria in the sustainability framework, presented in Figure 2.1, 

are used to define whether there is the potential for an impact associated with a draft 

policy. 

 Please note that the sustainability appraisal of preferred options highlights the 

potential for significant effects. It may be possible to address these impacts during the 

ƭŀǘŜǊ ǎǘŀƎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴΩǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΦ 

 The type and magnitude of this impact is determined by considering the baseline 

environmental, economic and social characteristics of the area, the likely situation if 

the Local Plan were not to be adopted (both of which are presented in the 

Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report), and by using professional opinion and the 

information provided in the evidence base. 
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 The type and magnitude of the impact is classified using the system presented in 

Figure 2.2. 

Figure 2.2: The system used to classify the magnitude of the impact 

++ Strong positive impact 

+ Positive Impact 

0 Neutral or negligible effect 

- Negative effect 

-- Strong negative effect 

? The relationship is unclear 

n/a The sustainability objective is not applicable to the option being assessed 

 The effects of a policy or allocation may vary over different timescales. Therefore, a 

temporal analysis of impacts was completed to determine the short, medium and 

long-term impacts. In order to be consistent throughout the assessment, the 

definitions of short, medium and long term have been defined, and are presented in 

Figure 2.3. 

Figure 2.3: The definitions of short, medium and long term impacts 

Length of impact Definition 

Short term Up to 5 years from the time of assessment (up to 2023) 

Medium term At the end of the plans duration (2036) 

Long term 50 years from the time of assessment (2068), beyond the plan period. 

 The permanent or temporary nature of the impacts was also assessed (Appendix A). 

The permanent impacts are those that are considered reasonably irreversible, and the 

temporary impacts are those that may be reasonably reversed. 

 DIFFICULTIES IN UNDERTAKING THE ASSESSMENT 

 The sustainability appraisal considers impacts in the long term, beyond the lifetime of 

the Local Plan Review (which is 2036), as well as in the short and medium term. There 

are difficulties in accurately predicting effects over a long timescale as the assessment 

of impacts is based on the current environmental, social and economic characteristics 
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of the plan area. West Dorset, Weymouth and Portland, and the world as a whole, is 

likely to be a very different place beyond 2036, and predicting the effects of the 

current in a world which is as yet unknown presents difficulties. 

 In some instances, a draft policy may have both a positive effect on one hand and 

negative effect in another upon a particular environmental, social or economic 

receptor. A balanced judgement is required to determine whether the overall net 

effect is either positive, neutral or negative. For example, a potential site for 

development may increase recreational pressures upon a nearby habitat on one hand, 

but also deliver improved management of that habitat at the same time. Making a 

balanced judgement as to whether the overall impact on this wildlife receptor has a 

net positive, neutral or negative effect requires the consideration of evidence, 

baseline data, and the judgement of ecological experts. 
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3 Vision and Introduction 

 The introductory chapter of the Local Plan Review sets out the vision of the Local Plan 

Review, which is the aspirational, long term aim for the future of West Dorset, 

Weymouth and Portland. It also includes the policy on the presumption in favour of 

sustainable development (INT 1). 

 REASONS FOR SELECTING THE PREFERRED OPTION 

 Two reasonable alternatives were considered for the vision of the Local Plan Review at 

the Issues and Options stage. 

 The performance of the two reasonable alternatives was evaluated using the 

environmental, social and economic objectives which contribute to sustainable 

development. 

 This section presents the reasons for rejecting the reasonable alternatives which were 

deemed unsuitable and for selecting the preferred option which was taken forward 

for the draft policy in the Introduction Chapter of the Local Plan Review. 

VISION 

 The following reasonable alternatives for the vision of the Local Plan Review were 

considered: 

A.  Retaining the current separate visions for West Dorset and Weymouth & Portland 

B. Applying a single combined vision for the plan area which reflects the potential for 

growth and investment 

 The sustainability appraisal of these approaches are summarised in the following 

table:  
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