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1 Introduction

1.0.1 Thisdocument presentshe sustainability appraisal of thereferred optionsfor the
review of the West DorseWWeymouthand Portland Local PlanW[ 2 O f t.f Iy wS@.

1.0.2 The sistainability appraisal is integrad the preparation of a Local Planfluencing
the development of the plan with the objective athievinggustainable
developmen

1.0.3 The Sustainability Appraisal of the Issaesl Optionfor the Local Plan Review
published in February 201&xplainednhow the possible approaches towards planning
AadaadzsSa 01y 2 ¢ dterhaliveQidiBhé LoaalPlad Redemere identified,
before evaluating the performanagf the reasonable alternativesgainst the
environmental, social and economic objectiwasich contribute to sustainable
development.

1.0.4  The findings of the Sustainability Appraisal of the Issues and Options helped to inform
the decision as to which reasonable alternatives should be selected &gréferred
optionQand which reasonable altertiges should be rejectedue tobeing unsuitable
Draft policies have been producdshsed on theselection of the preferred option.

1.0.5 Thissustainability appraisas of the preferred optionsandfirstly providesthe reasons
for rejecting thereasonablealternativeswhich were deemed unsuitabkndfor
seleding the preferred optionhelgngto explain how the Local Plan Review has
progressed since the Issues and Options Stage.

1.0.6 This sustainability@praisal then assessélse potential environmental, sociand
economic impactassociatedvith the draft policies evaluatestheir overall
performance in terms of sustainabiljtand suggestaays to reduce the adverse
effects and maximise the beneficial effecfsthese policies

1.1. WHAT ISUSTAINABOEVELOPMERT
1.1.1 In 1987 the World Commissidiprovided the following definition a$ustainable
development:

"Development that meets the needs of the present without compromising
the ability of future generations to meet their own needs."

1.1.2  Thisdefinitonis@a SR Ay (KS 9dz2NRLISIYy ! yA2y Q& 9dzNRBLISI

Strategy(2006) whichintroducesthe European wide policy framework to deliver
sustainable development.

! https://www.dorsetforyou.gov.uk/media/219486/LocdtlanReviewlssuesand-OptionsFeb2017-
SustainabilityAppraisal/pdf/Sustainability Appraisal FINAL WITH COVERreduced_size.pdf
222NI R /2YYAAaaAzy 2y 9y @@halBryhdtidngObmnhisgioh) répSrdDbif CBrados y i Q &
Future (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1987).
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1.1.3 In 2005, the W Governmenproduced aSustainable Development Strategyich
developed thedefinition of sustainable developmestightlyfurther by aiming to:

aSylrotS Fff LIS2LS GKNRdzZAK2dzi GKS 62NI R
enjoy a better quality of life without compromising the quality of life of
FdzidzZNBE 3ASYSNI A2y aodé

1.1.4  The UK SustaindbDevelopment Strategglso establishethe five guiding pinciples
which form the basis fasustainable development in thHgK which are

q Living within environmental limitswS a LISOG Ay 3 (GKS fAYAGa 2F (K
environment, resources and biodiversitjo improve our environment and ensure
that the natural resources needed for life are unimpaired and remain so for future
generations;

1 Ensuring a strong healthy and just sogreiMeeting the diverse needs of all people
in existing and future communities, promoting personal vieling, social cohesion
and inclusion, and creating equal opportunity for, all

1 Achieving a sustainable economBuilding a strong, stable and sustainabmnomy
which provides prosperity and opportunities for all, and in which environmental and
social costs fall on those who impose them (polluter pays) and efficient resource use
is incentivised

1 Using sound science responsibEnsuring policy is developadd implemented on
the basis of strong scientific evidence, whilst taking into account scientific
uncertainty (through the precautionary principle) as well as public attitudes and
values and

1 Promoting good governanceActively promoting effective, parijative systems of
governance in all levels of socighg y 3+ Ay 3 LIS2 LI SQa ONBIF GADBAQ
diversity.

1.1.5 The National Planning Policy Framewgmnoducedin 2012 ,sets out the
D 2 @S NJ5 Yl&nyfitig@olicy for Englaradbreaks dowrthe concept ougainable
developmentto provide an explanation of the terin the context of the planning
system:
G{ dzad IysSyflyat Syadz2NAy3a GGKFG oSGGSNI tAdSa F2N
worse lives for future generations.
Developmentneans growth. We must accommodate thewways by
which we will earn our living in a competitive world. We must house a rising
population, which is living longer and wants to make new choices. We must
respond to the changes that new technologies offer us. Our lives, and the
places [n which weve therp, can be b,et'Eer, but they will certainly be worse
AT OKAy3Ia adal 3yl aSoe
1.1.6 The National Planning Policy Framewaldoidentifies three dimensions to
sustainable development: economic, social and Environmental, and identifies the
need for the planningystem to perfornthe followingroles:
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1.2.

1.1.7

1.1.8

an economic role; contributing to building a strong, responsive atmmpetitive
economy, by ensuring that sufficient land of the right typavailable in the right
places and at the right time to support growth amsovation; and by identifying
and coordinating developmemequirements, including the provision of
infrastructure;

a social roleg supporting strong, vibrant and healthy communities,dogviding the
supply of housing requiretb meet the needs of presg andfuture generations; and
by creating a high quality built environment, wilkecessible local services that

NEFf SO0 GKS 02 YYdzy A heal Socigl S Buitural walRingd dzLJLJ2 NI

and

an environmental roleg contributing to protecting ad enhancing ounatural, built
and historic environment; and, as part of this, helpingnprove biodiversity, use

natural resoures prudently, minimise waste armmbllution, and mitigate and adapt
to climate change including moving adow carbon economy

Thedraft revised NPPgpublished inMarch 2018Yyefers to the planning system having
WGEKNBES 20SNI NOKAYy3d 202S00GA0SaQ 0S02y2YAO
options has been prepared on that basis.

In 2015, the United Nations Generals@mbly provided a series of sustainable

development goals and targets whialsointend to balance the three dimensions of
sustainable development: the economic, social and environmental.

LEGISLATIVE BACKAGWRDUO SUSTAINABILAPPRAISAL

1.2.1

1.2.2

1.2.3

1.2.4

European Directiv 2001/42/EC on the assessment of the effects of certain plans and
LINEINI YYSa 2y (GKS SYy@ANRYYSYy(d oWiKS {9!
Environmental Assessment is mandatory for plans prepared for town and country
planning and land use purposes.

TheSEA Directive is transposed into UK law through the Environmental Assessment of
Plans and Programmes Regulations (2004), which requires the Sustainability Appraisal
of local development plan documents. Sustainability Appraisal is wider in scope than
Strakegic Environmental Assessmegiying more consideration to theocial and

economic effects of plans in addition to the environmental effects required by the SEA
Directive. The combined Sustainability Appraisal and Strategic Environmental
Assessment process referred to as Sustainability Appraisal in this document.

The Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) Regulations (2012) state that a
sustainability appraisal report must be completed for Local Plan documents in
accordance with section 19(5) of tldanning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004.

The National Planning Policy Framework reiterates the requirement for a
Sustainability Appraisal of Local Plan documgstisting that

ta sustainability appraisal which meets the requirements of the European

Directive on strategic environmental assessment should be an integral part

of the plan preparation process, and should consider all the likely significant

effects on the environment, &y 2 YA O YR &a20ALf FI OU2NEE D
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1.3. THE SUSTAINABILIPPRAISAL PROCESS

1.3.1 TheGovernmenf guidancé on Strategic Environmental Assessment and
Sustainability Appraisakts out five key stages in the preparation of Sustainability
Appraisal for Local Planwhich ae shown in Figure 1.1.

Figure 1.1: The key stages of sustainability appraisal

3 http://planningguidance.planningpal.gov.uk/blog/quidance/strategi@nvironmentalassessmerand-
sustainabilityappraisal/
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A: Setting the
context, establishin
the baseline, and

dddentifying other relevant plans, programmes and objectives
wLCollecting baseline information;

adentifying environmental problems

ubDeveloping sustainability objectives

wConsulting on the scope of the sustainability appraisal.

eciding on sco

B: Developing and
refining alternatives
and assessing effec

ubDeveloping the Local Plan options including reasonable alternatives
oPredicting the effects of the Local Plan, including alternatives

uEvaluating the effects of the Local Plan, including alternatives

wConsider ways of mitigating adverse effects and maximising beneficial effects
uProposing measures to monitor the significant effects of the Local Plan

C: Preparing the
environmental
report

Preparing the environmental report

Y esting the Local Plan objectives against sustainability appraisal framework }

D: Consulting on th
draft plan and
environmental repo

wAssessing significant changes

«Consulting the public and consultation bodies on the draft plan and environmental repor
uMaking decisions and providing information

E: Monitoring
implementation of

the Local Plan

uMonitor significant effects of implementing the Local Plan

Prepare and publish postdoption statement
uResponding to adverse effects

1.3.2 Theconsideration of alternativesvhich is presented in this report, forms part of stage
B: developing and refining alternativesd assessing effec{Bigure 1.1).

1.3.3 The sustaiability gopraisal pocess is iterative, as thaustainability apraisaloccurs
alongsideandfeeds into thedevelopment of the Local Plaeviewthroughout the
plan making processformingthe selection of options and the refinement
policies The Governmenf guidanceon Sustainability Appraisal for Local Plahews

INTRODUCTIOI——
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the key stages of the sustainability appraisal and tloey occur alongsidéhe Local
Plan review procedé-igure 1.2)

Figure 1.2: Thkey stages of sustainability appraisal alongdiie development of the Local Plan
review

Sustainability Appraisal Local Plan Review

Stage ASetting the context,
establishing the baseline, and deciding Evidence gathering and engangement

on scope
Stage B: Developing and refining Consult on review of Local Plan in
alternatives and assessing effects preparation

Stage C: Preparing the environmental Prepare the publication version of the
report Local Plan review

Seek representations on the
publication Local Plan review from
consultation bodies and the public

Stage D: Consulting on the draft plan
and environmental report

Submit draft Local Plan review and
supporting documents for independant
examination

Outcome of examination

Local Plan review adopted

Stage E: Monitoring implementation of
the Local Plan

Monitoring
1.3.4  Thecurrent stage of the Local Plan Review involwesenting thesuggestediraft
policies forthe Local Pland¥iewfor consultation, prior to finalising these policies at
the submissiorstage According tarigure 12 above, his stage is thereforéConsult
on review of Local Plan in preparation 2 ¥ (1 KS [ 2dbdistagetBiftheyy wS OA S g

Sustainability Appraisal whichésRS @St 2 LIAYy 3 YR NBFAYAYy3A 2LIA
STFSOUa e
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1.4. THE LOCAL PLAN R®VIE

141 Thejoiii 2 Sad 52NASGZ 2SevY2dziK FyR t2NIfFyR [ 2
by West Dorset District Council and Weymouth & PortlBodoughCouncil in October
2015.

1.4.2  The Local Plan sets out the housing and employment land requirements for the entire
administative area of West Dorset, Weymouth and Portlahdncludes visionand
strategic objectivefor West Dorset and Weymouth & Portlarahda detailedpolicy
frameworktowards achieving them

1.4.3 The Planning Inspector, in his report following the examinaitioqoublic of the Local

Plan, wrote:
GL O2yaARSNJAG A& AYLISNIGAGS GKFEG Fy SIENI
additional land capable of meeting housing needs to the end of the current
plan period as well as the broad location for development in tleeyfdar
LISNA 2R GKSNBFFUSNXXXDPL GKSNBETF2NBE NBO2YYSy
no later than 2021, if not earlier, to avoid development having to be
allowed in locations which are not favoured or are in less sustainable
locations¢

1.4.4 In light of this recommedation, the Councilkave started the review of the Local Plan
in a bid to ensurghat the review is in place by 2021.

1.4.5  The purpose of the Local Plan Review is to allow for additional growth up to 2036 and
find sites that can accommodate that growth. Tihecal Plan Review will also take the
opportunity toreview policies in response tthanges imational policy anédapt the
existingadopted policywhere necessary

1.4.6 The Countiundertook anlssues an@ptionsconsultationon the Local Plan Review
between ebruary and April 201Which focused on the possible approaches towards
planning issues

1.4.7 Following consideration of theonsultation responses and other evidence, including
GKS adzadl AyFroAtAde | Liidlimdnthasbeen pioduSed ¥ LINBE T S NN
which presents the favoured approach towards meetthg additional growth up to
2036 and other policy.
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2 Methodologyfor the Sustainability Appraisal

2.0. SUSTAINABILITY FRAMERK

2.0.1

2.0.2

2.03

The sustainability appraisal involves assessing the performaribe dfaft policies
against a series @lustainabilityobjectives which araimed at promoting sustainable
development.

The sustaiability objectives wereleveloped at theSustainability Apprais&coping

Stagé usingthe findings of the review of plans and programmes, the characteristics of
the plan area, and the key issues within the plan area. This ensures that the
sustainability famework is relevant and specific to the Local Plan and addresses the
key sustainability concerns.

The sustainability framework consists of eleven sustainability objectives, each with
decisionmaking criteriao assist in the process of making a judgemanout the
possible sustainability effects of an optidriqure2.1).

Figure 21: The sustainability framework, including the sustainability objectives, deosikimg
criteria, and sustainability themes.

Sustainability - : o Sl L
objective Decision making criteria Sustainability
Themes
1. Halt biodiversity 1 Pres&_abrlve he;]bltats and p:otect spem?s, antd whrcle_re Biodiversity,
loss and the possible enhance or restore ecosystems to achieve| p,.» t4na
degradation of net gain biodiversity.
ecosystems i Maintain or restore the favourable conservatistatus

of European and national sites, and avoid significan|
adverse effects upon local wildlife designations.

i Establish coherent ecological networks where possi|
with wildlife corridors which connect designated site
of importance for wildlife to preent habitat
fragmentation.

4West Dorset, Weymouth and Portland Local Plan Review: Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report,
July 2016Https://www.dorsetforyou.gov.uk/article/421787/WesDorsetWeymouth-
PortlandLocatPlanReviewSustainabilityAppraisa)

METHODOLOG
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Sustainabilit UL
o y Decision making criteria Sustainability
objective
Themes
2. Protect soil quality i Protect the most productive agricultural land (grades Soil. Human

and 2) to provide food security and achieve sustaine Health
agriculture.

1 Remediate degradedierelict, contaminated and
unstable land where possible, to protect human
health, property and the environment.

i Prevent harm to geological conservation interests, 8
where possible achieve the enhancement of the
geological resource.

and conserve
geological interests

3. Maintain or 1 Protect and improve the ecological and chemical stg Water
improve water of freshwater, transitional waters and coastal waters
quality

i Ensure that development does not contribute to
groundwater quality issues particularly within
Groundwater Sourc@rotection Zones.

i Ensure that development does not contribute to the
groundwater inundation of the foul drainage network

=

4. Maintain or

Maintain or improve air quality. Air. Human
improve air quality Il

Ensure that development does not contribute to air Health
quality issies particularly within Air Quality
Management Areas.

1 Manage energy consumption and the emission of

5. Limit climate H Climatic
change greenhouse gases. Factors, Air
i Increase the use of renewable energy.
6. Limit the effects of i Ensure that _del:(vefl?lpmg_nt does not expose people al Climatic
flooding and property to risk of flooding. Factors,

i Manage coastal change to ensure that environment Water
designations are protected alongside local )
communities.

coastal change
Population

i Protect and where possible enhance valued
landscapes.
Conserve anevhere possiblenhance the Dorset Arex
of Outstanding Natural Beauty and the character anj
quality of its distinctive landscapes and associated
features.
I Conserve and enhandke Dorset and East Devon
/ 21 &0 2 2NX R olt$aNding uniesal { A
value and its settig.

7. Protect and
enhance valued
landscapes Il

Landscape

METHODOLOGY
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o Main
is.setgir\]/zbmty Decision making criteria Sustainability
) Themes
8. Protect and q Preisg_rve g1ehh|dstcl>rg: 'Slnvwonment an(;i] its slett_lngl, Cultural
enhance the including Scheduled ! onuments, arc aeologica Heritage
historic features, Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas.
environment i1 Make a positive contribution to local charactend
distinctiveness.
9. Promote personal i Provide opportunities for work, education and trainir Human

healthcare, essential shopping and leisure activities Health,

lIbeing and é ntial shopping and leisure
wetibeing an GKAOK NBTf SO0 (rm®ia®2YY dz

zsfrlwltmhznities for al accessible bgustainable modes of transport. population
9 Provide mixed use development astfong
neighbourhood centres tencourage a more inclusive
society and prevent rural isolation
i Provide safe and accessible environments where cr
and disorder, andhe fear of crime, do not undermine
quality of life or community cohesion.

10 Deliver a wide i Supply the housing require_d to meet the needs of Material
choice of high present and future generations. Assets
quality homes i Provide affordable housing tmeet community needs

and avoid skills depletion.

11.Develop a strong, 1 Provide_ sufficient Iand to support gr_owth and_ Material
stable, and innovationfor all businesses, including those in ruralj Assets
prosperous areas. _
economy i Encourage vibrant town centres asdpport town

centre regeneration.

i Improve the transport and communications
infrastructure, and provide a skilled workforce, to
meet business needs.

2.1. MEASURING THE IMPACT

2.1.1  The decision making criteria the sustainability frameworkpresented in Figure 2.1,
areused to define whether there the potential foran impactassociated with araft

policy.
2.1.2 Please note that the sustainability appraisapoferred optionshighlights the
potential for significaneffects. It may be possible to address these impacts during the
fFrGSN) adlr3sa 2F GKS LXIFyQa RS@OSt2LIVSyido
213 Thetype and magnitude of thisnpactis determined by consideriripe baseline
environmental, economic and social characteristics of the dtealikely situation if
the Lacal Plan were not to be adopted (both of which are presented in the

Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Repatjd by using professionapinionandthe
information provided irthe evidence base.

METHODOLOG
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2.1.4  Thetype andmagnitude of thampactis classified using the systepnesented in
Figure 2.2.

Figure 22: The system used to classify the magnitude of the impact

St Srong positive impact

4 Positive Impact

0 Neutral or negligible effect

- Negative effect

- Strong negative effect

? The relationship is unclear

n/a The sustainability objective is not applicable to the option being assessed

2.1.5  The effects of a policy or allocation may vary over different timescales. Therefore, a
temporal analysis of impacts was completed to determineghert, medium and
longterm impacts In order to be consistent throughout the assessment, the
definitions ofshort, medium and long term have been defined, and are presented in
Figure2.3.

Figure 2.3: The definitions of short, medium and long term impacts

Length of impact | Definition

Short term Up to 5 years from th time of assessment (up to 2023
Medium term At theend of the plans duration (2036
Long term 50 yearsifom the time of assessment (206&eyond the plan period.

2.1.6 The permanent or temporary nature of the impacts was also assessed (Appendix A).
The permanent impacts are those that are considered reasonably irreversible, and the
temporary impacts are those that may beasonablyreversed.

2.2. DIFFICULTIES IN URDEKINGHE ASSESSMENT

221 The sustainability appraisal considers impacts in the long term, beyond the lifetime of
the Local Plan Review (which is 2036), as well as in the short and medium term. There
are difficulties in accurately predicting effects over a long timbsas the assessment
of impacts is based on the current environmental, social and economic characteristics

METHODOLOG"
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of the plan area. West Dorset, Weymouth and Portland, and the world as a whole, is
likely to be a very different place beyond 2036, and predictiregdffects of the
current in a world which is as yet unknown presents difficulties.

222 In some instances, draft policymay have both a positive effect on one hand and
negative effect in another upon a particular environmental, social or economic
receptor. Abalanced judgement is required to determine whether the overall net
effect is either positive, neutral or negative. For example, a potential site for
development may increase recreational pressures upon a nearby habitat on one hand,
but also deliver impreed management of that habitat at the same time. Making a
balanced judgement as to whether the overall impact on this wildlife receptor has a
net positive, neutral or negative effect requires the consideration of evidence,
baseline data, and the judgemeaot ecological experts.

METHODOLOG
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Vision and Introduction

3.0.1

3.1.

3.1.1

3.1.2

3.13

VISION

The introductory chapter of the Local Plan Review sets ouvifien of the Local Plan
Review, which is thaspirational, long ternaim for the future of West Dorset,
Weymouth and Portland. It alsncludes the policy on thpresumption in favour of
sustainable developmentNT 1)

REASONS FGELECTING THE PREEERPTION

Two reasonable alternatives were consideredtfoe vision of the Local Plan Revietv
the Issues and Options stage.

Theperformanceof the two reasonable alternatives was evaluated using
environmental, social and economic objectives whichtidbate to sustainable
development

This section presents threasons for rejecting theeasonable alternatives which were
deemed unsuitable and for selecting the preferred optigmich was taken forward
for the draft policyin the Introduction Chapter dhe Local Plan Review

3.1.4

3.1.5

The followingeasonablealternativesfor the vision of the Local Plan Reviessre
considered

A. Retaining the current separate visions for West Dorset and Weymouth & Portland

B. Applying a single combined vision for th@an area which reflects the potential for

growth and investment

The sustainabilitgppraisalof these approaches are summarised in the following
table:

VISION & INTRODUQUIC—
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