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Bradpole Parish Council 

Minutes of Bradpole Parish Council Meeting held in the Village Hall 

Thursday 7th November 2019 at 7.30pm 

 

    Present: Cllrs: Baker (Chairman), Norman, Wilson, Chilcott, Coatsworth and A.Smart 

    Also present Mrs S Goldsmith, Parish Clerk,  Dorset Councillors Cllrs Williams and Bolwell 

    no members of the public in attendance.     

    Cllr Baker welcomed everyone to the meeting and congratulated Cllr Williams on her award 

     from NALC as National Councillor of the year 2019. 

     

    1.  Apologies: Cllr W. Smart          Dorset Council Councillor: Cllr Clayton.      

 

    2.  Declarations of Interest: None at this time. Cllrs to declare an interest at the time should the need arise. 

 

    3.   Minutes of Meeting Held on 3rd October 2019 – Minutes taken as read, agreed and signed as a true  

          record.  

 

    4.  Reports from Dorset Council Councillors- Councillors pointed out that as a General Election has now 

         been called no political decisions will be made by Dorset Council.  They asked for any feedback in  

         regard to the meeting held in Bridport Town Hall addressing how the relationship between Dorset Council 

         and Dorset Parishes and Town Council could be developed.  Cllr Baker and The Clerk had attended this 

        meeting.  The Clerk told Councillors that the first questions set the theme of the evening, the slide asked 

        how parish and town councils could work better with Dorset Council.  Attendees on the Clerk’s table felt  

        that the question should have been how can Dorset Council work better with parish town councils. There 

        had also been a lot of discussion in regard to shared values and principles.  

        Many of the long-standing Councillors could not see that the new Council was going to help smaller Parish  

        Councils in fact it would appear it would expect more from Councillors who are all volunteers, no 

         information was given on how Dorset Council will support smaller Councils and their Councillors. 

 

         Cllr Baker said that the people on his table had similar views, one a Town Clerk said that devolution of  

         previously salaried work carried out by Dorset Council was having an effect on Clerks workload. 

         Volunteer Councillors were also concerned as being referred to as a vital resource.  

 

         Cllr Williams asked if Cllr Baker and the Clerk would be willing to attend a follow up session, both agreed 

         it would depend on the feedback from Dorset Council and the content of any future workshops. 

         

         Email slide presentation from Cllr Bolwell in regard to DC Engagement with Town and Parish Council 

         and Dorset Council Plan 2019. Circulated to Councillors – Cllr Bolwell stated that he was willing to attend 

         a meeting with Councillors to discuss this matter if they so should wish. 

 

    5.  Democratic Ten Minutes - No members of the public present 

          

.   6.   Matters Arising from Minutes 3rd October 2019 

     a) Defibrillator for Bradpole Village – The Clerk reported that prior to PC Meeting representatives 

 of the Fete Committee  had presented a cheque to Cllr Baker for £1200.  This money will be 

 “ring fenced” within the Parish Council’s reserve account until the defibrillator is purchased.  In 

 regard to the defibrillator being located in the telephone box, the Post Mistress is addressing a 

 legal matter which has to be done before she can adopt the phone box. 

         The Fete Committee is retaining some funds from the Fete for future events and also for 

         any associated cost in regard to the installation of the phone box. 
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     b) Litter Bin, Pymore Lane junction Dodhams Lane – Clerk reported that the bin has been  

         installed. No contact as of yet from Sir John Colfox Academy’s Eco Group. Cllr Wilson 

         volunteered to liaise with the school. 

 

     c) Parking Issues Coneygar Close – Clerk still trying to arrange a multi-agency meeting to discuss  

         way forward. 

 

     d) Adoption of BT Telephone Kiosk, Pymore Road – The Clerk spoke about the information  

         received from BT which she had previously circulated to Councillors. No action can be taken 

         at this time until confirmation is received from BT. 

 

     e)  Community Bus – The Clerk read out information received from Will Austin, Bridport Town 

           Clerk.  It has been agreed to extend the existing arrangements with First Wessex pending 

           a review of the way the service is provided. Councillors discussed the three options to be 

           decided upon. Cllr Alan Smart and Cllr Chilcott told Councillors that a local taxi services  

           would not work, it has been tried before in Eype and Symondsbury.  A taxi firm can only 

           supply a vehicle that seats up to eight people, these vehicles are most often not accessible 

           to disabled and elderly passengers, therefore would not be a suitable option.  The Clerk 

           to pass information onto Bridport Town Council. Town Councillors are committed to 

          maintain the service in whichever form is most cost effective. 

 

     f)  Councillors Photos on Web Site and Notice Boards – Cllr Wilson told Councillors that he felt 

          it was important that members of the community should recognise who their local Councillors  

          are, therefore he felt that Councillors photos should be displayed on the notice boards and  

          website. After much discussion Councillors were divided over this matter, many feeling that 

          members of the public are welcome to attend the Parish Council meetings and meet their  

          Councillors face to face. Councillors details are available on the web site, similar notices could 

          be placed on the notice boards.  Cllrs agreed that those who wished to have their photos 

         on the website may do so and the views of those who don’t will be respected. 

           

     g)  Future Community Events – After discussion Councillors agreed that the Council would 

          be willing to hold a Community Event in 2020 along similar lines to the “Picnic on the Green” 

          held in 2017. This event would need full support of Councillors and other members of the  

         Community, the Fete Committee have already indicated that they would be willing to be  

         involved. To be discussed further at the next Parish Council Meeting. 

 

     h)  Co-option of Councillors – Cllr Baker asked all Councillors to spread the word that the 

           Council is able to co-opt new Councillors as per the Council co-option policy. 

 

     i)   Website Accessibility Regulations – Cllr Baker reported that our current webhost cannot 

           assist in regard to the new regulations but it can be outsourced as a cost. DAPTC and NALC 

           are now looking into this issue as many Parishes are experiencing problems. Cllr Baker together 

           with the Clerk will look at some alternatives and liaise with other local councils, there will be a 

           need to budget for future compliance cost. Cllr Baker has already made several basic changes 

           but technical expertise is also required.  Our website has to be compliant by September 2020. 

           Cllr Baker also spoke about extra work for the Clerk and extra hours that might be needed 

           in the future. 
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     j)  Removal of shrubs and trees Gore Cross Business Park – Cllr Wilson raised the matter of 

          the removal of trees and shrubs from the front of the Brydon Building on Gore Cross Business 

          Park, the removal has left an eyesore on the approach into Bradpole. Cllr Wilson stated that 

          he understood that one of the conditions of planning approval for the Business Park was 

          that trees and shrubs should provide screening from the buildings. The Clerk still making 

          enquiries but it would appear that the condition was only for five years. 

 

   7. Climate Change Action – Cllr Baker informed Councillors that Bradpole PC will await to see  

       the adopted Bridport Town action plan, currently under review and due later this month. 

      Although largely Bridport Town based it is likely to cross parish boundaries and we should  

       determine Bradpole’s approach once the BTC plan is seen. In the meantime, in response to their  

      request, we have advised Dorset Council that Bradpole has as yet made no decision. Councillors 

      spoke about how other Parishes are dealing with this issue.  Cllr Wilson volunteered to be lead 

      Councillor in regard to Climate Change Action for Bradpole Parish Council.  Cllr Baker to 

      liaise with Cllr Wilson. 

           

    8.  Reports from Outside Organisation 

    a) BLAP – Newsletters circulated  

    b) Western DAPTC – Minutes and documents from meeting on September 5th circulated. 

    c) Village Hall – Village Hall AGM to be held on Thursday 14th of November in the Village Hall. 

        Cllr Alan Smart to attended the meeting as BPC representative in the absence of Cllr Wendy  

        Smart.  All other Councillors welcome to attend if they so wish as the AGM is opened to the     

       public. 

    d) Bradpole Buzzing – The Clerk reported that she had received an email from the group. They 

        are continuing work around Gore Cross Recreation Ground, clearing the pathway and they have 

        scattered a short section with foxglove seeds and planted some periwinkles. 

        Also have ideas for planting shade loving plants down at Railway Crossing Gardens 

        together with some spring flowering flowers, in The Gore they are considering some shrubs and  

        wild perennials but at all times they want to keep things as naturalistic as possible. Still awaiting 

        delivery of roses to be planted around the shed.  After discussion Councillors agreed that the  

        group are working very well together and asked the Clerk to pass on their thanks. The Clerk 

        pointed out that in regard to any planting in the grassed areas they must take into account the 

        needs of our grass cutter. 

        

    9. Councillors Training: 

        Councillors Seminar Thursday 10th October – Cllr Baker and Cllr Wendy Smart attended  

        the seminar, which covered aspects of budgets/ precepts, financial regulations, audits, HR 

        and employment law. Cllr Smart had found the meeting very informative and welcomed the      

 chance to speak with other Parish Councillors. Cllr Baker informed Councillors that Bradpole  

 Parish Council’s element of the precept is 50% of the national average. 

 

        Town and Parish Councils Workshop 22nd October – This matter covered under Item 4 on the  

        agenda. 
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    10.  Bridport Area Neighbourhood Plan  

    a)  To receive any new information – Cllr Baker – informed Councillors that the problem in 

          regard to Entry Level Exception Sites referred to the Examiners Report – Modifications 

          was discussed at the JCC meeting held earlier today.  David Dixon had spoken with Dorset 

          Council who would accept on this occasion that there was no need to make the modification  

          recommended by the Examiner. The meeting Chair thanked Cllr Baker for all his work in 

 regard to this matter.  David Dixon with now finalise the referendum version with Dorset 

 Council, the Entry Level Exception Sites policy will be deleted. Once agreed the final documents 

 will be printed and a referendum date set. 
 

 

    11.  Planning: 

    a) Consultation: 

    i)  WD/D/19/002288 Pymore Inn, Pymore, DT6 5PN – Erect single storey rear  

         extension. 

    ii) WD/D/19/002289 Pymore Inn, Pymore, DT6 5PN – Internal and external  

        alterations to include single storey rear extensions, alterations at ground and first  

        floors to include blocking up doorways, creation of new door openings, removal  

       of walls and modern conservatory and layout changes to bar and kitchen areas      

 

       The Clerk informed Councillors that she had not received any representations in regard 

       to the planning applications.  After discussion Councillors agreed that in principle they supported 

       the planning applications which are likely to bring employment and amenity benefits to local  

       residents. Pymore Inn sits within Dorset AONB, it is considered that the planned development 

       will not have a detrimental effect and in fact the replacement of dilapidated outbuildings to the 

       rear will enhance the immediate environment. 

      Councillors would expect Planning Officers to ensure that proper environmental  

      controls relating to noise, odours, exterior lighting are applied making sure that the amenity 

       of neighbours’ properties will not be adversely affected.                     

     

     12. Correspondence:   

      a) Dorset Council – Climate Change Emergency – Circulated prior to meeting 

      b) Dorset Council – Planning Peer Review – Town and Parish Council Focus Group – 

           Owing to a General Election having been called this meeting is now postponed 

           until January 25th 2020, Cllr Baker will be attending.        

 

    14.  Finance: 

     a) Payments for Approval : Chqs:  

 1654 Glasdon   £441.60 New Litter Bin : 

 1655 B Burton  £471.00 Grass Cutting :  

 1656 J Morey   £92.00 Weekly Inspections :  

 1657 DAPTC    £24.00 Good Councillor guides :  

 1658 BTC    £300.00 Councillors Planning Training:  

 1659 Earth Anchors   £73.34 Bench Anchorage:  

 1660 DAPTC   £120.00 New Cllrs Training :  

 1661 RBL   £75.00 Poppy Wreath :  

 1662 S Goldsmith  £ 608.88 Wages, HM Revenue, Admin :  

 1663 Forest Tree Care  £960.00 Hedge and Tree Laying 

     ai) Income: Bank Interest  £ 39.62 :  

 Memorial Bench   £464.00  
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     b) Bank Balances :  Current £14,109.56 : Deposit £47,237.04 

     c) Budget/Precept 2020/21 – Working Party Group – Group will meet in late November, date to be  

         agreed when Cllr Wendy Smart returns.   

     

    15.  Parish Maintenance.  

    a) The Gore - The hedge laying previously agreed had been carried out. 

    b) Pageants Field – After discussion in regard to the boundary hedge, Councillors agreed 

         that it should be cut back further. Councillors to meet on site to agree amount of to 

         cut back and also confirm boundary line.   

    c) Railway Crossing Gates – Mr Thorne has made the new fence, he will speak to the  

        Lengthsman in regard to installing it. 

    d) Gore Cross Recreation Area – The new bench has been installed. 

     

   16. Clerk’s Information:  

    Land Registry – Pageants Field – The Clerk has received notification from HM Land Registry 

     in regard to a section B107 Notice Adverse Possession from a resident whose property backs onto  

    Pageants Field.  After discussion Councillors agreed to have a site meeting and discuss as an agenda  

     item at the December Meeting. 

    General Election – The Clerk reminded Councillors that Bradpole Parish Council is apolitical,  

    therefore Councillors should not express any political views in regard to the forthcoming Election  

    as a Councillor, but may do as an individual.       

 

   17.  Councillors Information: 

   Cllr Baker: Informed Councillors that the Autumn Newsletter has been completed and will 

    be displayed on the notice boards and any other relevant community area within the Parish, 

    the Village Stores and Village Hall. Also will be placed on the Web Site. 

   Clerks Annual Review still to be carried out, will be an agenda item at the December meeting. 

 

   18.  Date of Next Meeting:  Thursday 5th December 2019   

 

 

   Meeting Closed at 9.20pm 

 

 

Signed..Cllr C. Baker                            Dated..5th December 2019 

 
    


