
Coronavirus (COVID-19)  

Bradpole Parish Update to Councillors # 2 dated 3rd April 2020 

Community Support ~ "Ensuring that no one gets left behind" 
As you will know, under the guidance of Will Austin, Bridport TC officers and volunteers have set up a 
comprehensive Bridport Community Support (BCS) package which includes management of volunteers, medical 
services, food & groceries, well-being, business liaison, communication, logistics and general co-ordination.  
Special phone lines & email contact points have been set up, information and support will be distributed by 
volunteers. See: https://www.bridport-tc.gov.uk/coronavirus/ 
In all a considerable achievement which we have been promoting through our website, notice boards, and social 
media platforms where we continue to post regular updates.  
In support of this, and downloadable from the website, I have produced some handout cards should you be 
approached by residents for information 
Will Austin has asked for financial contributions towards the cost for which he has an initial budget of £5000. There 
are grants available from bodies such as Dorset Council but I have agreed with Sandy & Cllr Wilson, under our 
"Scheme of Delegation", that we should contribute a sum of up to £500 from Bradpole Parish Council.  
We had budgeted £750 toward Community Groups for the year 2020 ~2021 and had Bridport not stepped up, as 
they have done, we would have been incurring costs locally. 

For the time being I have suspended the quarterly Buzzword News.  

As the Sandy & I were considering the matter of the Japanese Knotweed at Townsend Way a nearby resident offered 
to recommence the eradication programme pending the Lengthsmen being able to attend to it. We are now entering 
the 6th year of control and the problem has much diminished but has not been entirely cleared. Since any residual 
Knotweed will start to show over the coming weeks we did not wish to let that go unattended so we have accepted 
the resident's offer on  a temporary basis subject to safety caveats. It is hoped that the Lengthsmen will be able to 
take this over shortly but they are being deployed where they are most needed at present. 
 
Re Parish & Parish Council Meetings this from NALC this morning: 
“The Local Authorities and Police and Crime Panels (Coronavirus) (Flexibility of Local Authority and Police and 
Crime Panel Meetings) (England and Wales) Regulations 2020. These regulations come into force on 4 April. NALC 
will be producing two documents which will be available next week — a legal briefing note on our interpretation 
of the regulations and practical guidance for local councils on how to hold effective remote council meetings.” 
 
Re Planning I updated you on 1st April about procedures and nothing more has been heard from UK Gov so we 
continue as we are. 
Dorset Council Head of Planning has issued a general letter that confirms what we are doing is OK and that we will 
be further advised when updated Govt advice is received. 
The planning response to WD/D/20/000386  I Bishops Farm Cottages has been submitted as advised by Sandy. 
The application  WD/D/20/000396 UNIT 2A, GORE CROSS BUSINESS PARK, re the Skate Park requires your comments 
to be with Sandy by Thurs 16th April and circulated to all.  
I am aware that some of you have already responded - thanks. 
 
Re End Of Financial Year at 31st March. I have received and checked and signed Sandy's Time Sheet for 2019 ~ 2020. 
For your info Sandy has worked 92 hrs over and above her contracted hrs in the past 12 months.  

We await Govt. guidance on the end of year financial reporting arrangements. 
 
Re Village Hall, this has been checked this week, all OK, the heating is turned down, but not off, pending warmer 
weather. The heating oil was getting low so this will be replenished, the cost will be debited to the VH bank account. 
Sandy is in touch with existing trustees and new volunteers. 
 
That's about it for now, the end of another busy week.  
If you have any concerns about the above please contact either myself or Sandy next week. 
Cllr C. Baker 
Chairman 
Bradpole Parish Council 

https://www.bridport-tc.gov.uk/coronavirus/
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2020/392/contents/made
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